





THIRTY-FIVE CENTS SEPTEMBER 1954 


HORTICULTURE 


~America’s- Authentic Garden Magazine 


»” 


Mbiccad 
hl gy 








Se ee 











e 


where Iris bloom every month 
of the year 


HIGO IRIS — HISAKATA. 
Flowers actually measure 10 inches in diameter. 
| 
} Our new PINK BEARDED IRIS, Dame Fashion, 
and the new GIANT DUTCH IRIS, Delft Blue. 


See opporite pose JOC money saving offers 


SIBERIAN IRIS. Top, left to right, Silvertip, Tunkhannock. 
Lower, left to right, Caesar's Brother, Eric the Red. 
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fot every purpose and season of the year 


September 


August 


We offer iris lovers the WORLD’S MOST COMPREHENSIVE IRIS COLLECTION. 


colors on opposite page are just a sample of the many types of iris available from our gardens. 


GIANT BEARDED IRIS—FOR MAY-JUNE BLOOM 
Recent introductions in gorgeous new colors. All 15 varieties are listed from 60c 
to $1.00 each. Select any 7 for $3.50 or all 15 for only $6.95. Finest Oregon 
grown plants. 

RAJAH BROOKE. Velvety mahogany red and golden brown. 
RANGER. One of the best reds. 

GULF STREAM. Finest deep blue. 

CLOTH OF GOLD. Rich golden yellow. 

LOUISE BLAKE. Brilliant light blue and dark purple. 
PATRICE. Huge cream and rose plicata. 

HARRIET THOREAU. Large orchid pink. 

CLOUD CASTLE. Immense powder blue. 

ROYAL SCOT. Striking red plicata. 

MASTER CHARLES. Glowing mulberry purple. 
MOONLIGHT MADONNA. Sparkling white and yellow. 
EASTER BONNET. Lovely golden pink blend. 

BLUE RHYTHM. Smooth cornflower blue. 
NIGHTINGALE. Vivid copper brown. 

NIGHTFALL. Two-toned pansy purple. 


[] ANY 7 FOR $3.50 


NEW DUTCH IRIS—THE PERFECT CUT FLOWER 


No other iris and few other flowers can match these gorgeous Dutch Iris for cut- 

flower purposes. The long-lasting blooms of rich, intriguing colors provide most 

beautiful material for floral arrangements. Equally beautiful in the garden. 

Require little garden space. 

DELFT BLUE. Huge new light blue. Exceptionally fine cut flower. 

PRINCESS BEATRIX. The finest pure orange yellow Dutch iris. 

LEMON QUEEN. Immense sparkling lemon yellow. 

KING MAUVE. Loveliest clear lavender that is the nearest approach to orchid in 
Dutch iris. 

LE MOGOL. Finest pure copper-bronze variety. One of the last in bloom. 

PRINCESS IRENE. Most brilliant variety. White standards and vivid orange falls. 
BRONZE BEAUTY. Bright purple standards and bronze-olive green falls. So popu- 
lar the season's supply is always short of demand. 

3 BULBS OF EACH VAK.£7Y (21 BULBS) FOR 
f] 6 BULBS OF EACH VARIETY (42 BULBS) FOR 


DWARF BEARDED IRIS—FOR MARCH-APRIL BLOOM 
Delightful miniature iris ideal for the rock garden or any foreground planting. 
Height averages 6 to 10 inches and established plantings will rival the tulips 
and hyacinths for masses of early spring color. 
ROSE BLUSH. New rosy lavender. INK SPOT. Deepest bluish violet. 
KEEPSAKE. Dainty golden yellow. GLEE. Early light yellow. 
MACROCARPA. Early red purple. BUZZER. Ruffled lavender blue. 
PAM, New white and yellow. 

ALL 7 VARIETIES (CATALOG VALUE $4.75) FOR ONLY 


JAPANESE IRIS—FOR JUNE-JULY BLOOM 


Most spectacular of all irises and they will highlight your garden after other irises 
are past. The massive yet graceful flowers, many of dinner plate size, display 
most beautiful shades of blue, lavender, orchid, purple, white and innumerable 
bizarre color patterns. Height averages 31/2 to 41/2 feet. 
[] 6 VARIETIES, ALL DIFFERENT (CATALOG VALUE 

$6.00 OR MORE) FOR ONLY 


[) ALL 15 FOR $6.95 


$3.00 
$5.50 


ANNUAL 1954 CATALOG NOW READY 


Every flower lover will want a copy of the 
most beautiful catalog yet published by 
Walter Marx Gardens. Complete listing of 
all types of Iris including America's most 
outstanding collection of Japanese Iris. 64 
pages with 80 color illustration (many brand 
new) and scores in black and white. Copy 
free with order from this ad; for catalog 
only, please send 25c. 


September 1954 


Ideal Planting Time for All Kinds 


of lrises 


Those illustrated in natural 


SIBERIAN IRIS—SUPREME BORDER IRIS 
Best of all irises for the perennial border or landscaping purposes. 
Their splendid foliage is attractive before and after blooming. 
Established clumps are simply covered with artistic flowers. Height 
averages 3 to 4 feet. 

[ ] SPECIAL— 6 VARIETIES, ALL DIFFERENT 
[ ] SPECIAL—12 VARIETIES, ALL DIFFERENT 


PICTURE COLLECTION 
The 4 topnotch varieties shown on opposite page. 
ERIC THE RED. Finest red Siberian. TUNKHANNOCK. Finest white. 
CAESAR’S BROTHER, Finest SILVERTIP. Large soft blue 
dark pansy purple. with white styles. 
{] ALL 4 VARIETIES (CATALOG VAL. $5.70) 


| | 


FOR ONLY $3.95 


PANFORDIAE 


IRIS 
RETICULATA 


IRIS 
TUBEROSA 


VERNAL IRIS FOR LATE WINTER BLOOM 
These diminutive rare bulbous iris bloom with the earliest crocuses 
and are perfectly suited to the small rock garden. Also easily forced 
for winter bloom indoors. Heiaht averages 4 to 6 inches. 
CANTAB. Sky blue and gold. 

J. $. DIJT. Finest red variety. 

HERCULES. Rich purple and gold. 

DANFORDIAE. Dainty bright yellow. 

TUBEROSA. The intriguing green and black iris. 

[] 3 EACH OF ALL 5 SPRING BEAUTIES (15 BULBS, 
CATALOG VALUE $3.40) FOR ONLY 


Welter, Ware Gardens 


BOX 38-H, BORING, OREGON 
399 
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SENSATIONAL 
Werviou 
BLUE GRASS 


Most Economical You 
Can Grow 
Now at Lower Prices 


Merion Blue is the better lawn turf 
you have been reading about. It 
was developed by the U. S. Golf 
Association. 

Merion Blue Ib. $3.95; 5 tbs., $19.50 
Merion Blue Formula tb. $2.40; 5 tbs. $11.75 


GOES 3 TIMES AS FAR 
Resists Disease and 
Crab Grass 


August 15th to October 
the best time to sow. 

Other Vaughan's Lawn Grasses— 
Merion Blue Formula, Private Estate, 
Parks, Columbian, Dense Shade and 
Excel. 


Available at Many Supply Stores 
or write us direct 


CVaughan's Seed Co. 


47-49 Barclay Street New York 7, N. Y. 


15th 








Buell’s Hybrid Gloxinias and 
African Violets 


GLOXINIA SEED 
200 seed pkt socvccceeae 2te..G175 
Slipper type seed $ 
HYBRID GLOXINIA PLANTS 
1 for $1.00 2 for $1.85 3 for $2.65 
6 for $4.95 12 for $9.35 


SPECIAL COMBINATION 
mixed colors only 
1 plant and | quart Gloxinia soil 
4 plants ond 4 quarts Gloxinia soil. . 


Our Best Offer 


2 large size hybrid tubers (our choice of color) and 
2 quarts of special Gloxinia soil. All for $3.00. 


All orders prepaid East of the Mississippi 
Add 20¢ per quart West of the Mississippi. 


*CATALOGUE ON REQUEST. 
Mailed in October 


ALBERT H. BUELL 


EASTFORD Dept. H-41 CONNECTICUT 
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5 New Varieties of the Famous 


FLAME VIOLETS 


EXCITING, VIVID COLORS (Episcia) 
... All Different 
\Y, 





ACTUAL SIZE picture of 
fringed blossom. All va- 


rieties excepting ‘Blue When, just two years ago, 


Flame” have flowers of we offered the first Flame 
Violet, “Scarlet Flame’, it 


true scarlet red. : 
was recognized immediately 


@® “Scarlet Flame” FLAME* VIOLET as something unusually good - 


(Episcia coccinea or cupreata). The leaves and entirely different, and thus caused a clamor for \ 
2 : P aig * other varieties of this family of glamorous house plants. “7 ° 

are thick and plush-like, of a deep bronze- a 
green color, with veinings of emerald So we are happy to be able to offer here five varieties, Fz 
green. The flowers are brilliant scarlet each with leaves diffe rent _in color, markings, and tex- 

. . a ture. All excepting one, ‘Blue Flame have flowers of 

. 2N > Be 4 f 4 ost- , 

No 2N9M. 1.98 each; 3 for 5.40, p bright red. And all are as easy to grow as their cousins 
paid. the African Violets. i \ 


— 


Choose the varieties you want from the descriptions at 

° } 

“Chocolate Soldier” FLAME* VIOLET the left, and use the coupon below to order. Plants are FLAME VIOLETS leaves ore 

shipped out of 2!” pots, together with easy-to-follow met —_ — 7 ggpewen 

a a . P Ctl > 1 dee colore wit com- 

(Episcia Chocolate Soldier). Leaves like culeural directions. If. upon receipt of the plants, you bs 3 et 

those of Scarlee Flame excepting they are ire not entirely satisfied, return them within ten days DINGTIONS oO ronze, green, 
7 . 8 ae for cash refund in full, including postage for returning silver, and chocolate, de- 

reddish chocolate with veins of silver- them. pending upon variety. 

green. The blossoms are scarlet. No. 


2N13M. 1.98 each; 3 for 5.40; postpaid. ee oe ee ee ee ee ee ee eae ae eae es ee es oe 


CHOOSE YOUR AUTHORIZED LICENSED R 
© “Silver Sheen” FLAME* VIOLET SOURCE 
fo Henry Field Seed & Nursery Co., 6650 Oak, Shenandoah, lowa. 


agp Pag eg Pel ee a [) Gurney Seed & Nursery Co., 6650 Page St., Yankton, $.D. 
rf all, “at, 3 e -gree Ce e é« pe 
. oy C) Welch Nurseries, Inc., 6650 Ivy St., Shenandoah, lowa. 


are stitched and edged with brownish- ; 
green. Bright red flowers. No. 2N11M licensed by 


1.98 each; 3 for 5.40, ppd. FLAME* 


8 ” * VIOLET, INC. 
© “Blue Flame” FLAME* VIOLET Gcaaiah, 


(Episcia Lilacina Fanny Haage). Leaves of ! 
rich, deep, velvety green with veinings of owa 
brilliant emerald green. The flowers are 
the largest of all the Flame Violets, and * @® FLAME 
in color are like a clear blue flame. je 6. suai 
No. 2N10M. 2.25 each; 3 for 5.98, post- cai aaaae 
peid. by FLAME VIO. 
. + LET, INC. Only 
a : 
© "Emerald Queen” FLAME* VIOLET | tre three licensed 
(Episcia Emerald Queen). These leaves here can legally 
are totally different, being frosty green use the name 
with broad silver veinings. The flowers FLAME (VIOLET). 
are a dazzling red, No. 2N12M. 1.98 tei, < 
each; 3 for 5.40, postpaid. US. Pot Offies 





Check one of the above companies, 
and mail this coupon or your written order to them. 
Please send me, postpaid and guaranteed, the offer or offers 
| have checked below. (I'm not forgetting these make ideal 
gifts, too.) 
each; 3 for 5.40 (2N9M) 
each; 3 for 5.40 (2N13M) 
each; 3 for 5.40 (2N11M) 
each; 3 for 5.98 (2N10M) 
each; 3 for 5.40 (2N12M) 


( ) Collection No. 2NS558XM. 1 each of A and B (2 plants) 
for $3.90. 2 each of A and B (4 plants) for $7.50. 
( ) Collection No. 2NS59XM. 1 each of all five for $7.75. 
You save 15. 
( ) Collection No. 2N550XM. 1 each of A, D and E for $4.98. 
(all postpaid to your door) 


Name 


. or RE... 


= oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe old 
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PEONIES 


SEPTEMBER is the month to plant 
Peonies as they have time to become 
established before winter. 


In order to better acquaint you with 
the Japanese type we are making a 
special offer. These types of flowers 
have a single row of petals and a 
gold or self color 


“stand up” 


center cushion of 
edged with gold. They 
well as cut flowers and are charming 


in arrangements and in the garden 


Hari-ai-nin deep red, center petals 
tipped vellow 

King of England rich red, 
center 

Magnolia rosepink with golden center 

Margaret Atwood pure white and gold 

Mikado crimson, center petals yel- 
low edged red 


Soshi deep crimson and gold 


vellow 


AN $11.50 VALUE WE OFFER FOR 
SB.50 posteaiw 


Send jor our catalog of 
over one hundred varieties 


Cherry Hill Nurseries 
(Established in 1832) 


West Newbury, Massachusetts 


PEONY GROWERS FOR 70 YEARS 
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/ Why Settle for 
Ordinary Tulips? 


HESE unusual “‘bunch-flowering”’ tulips | 

are a real prize for your garden. You ac- 
tually get 3 or 4 tulip blooms from each bulb! 
So you get 3 to 4 times as many tulips for 
Truly spectacular in mass plant 
ings. Each assortment contains a variety of 
gay colors, including pink, red, white and 
yellow. Mail coupon now to receive bulbs post- 
paid at proper Fall planting time. If not com- 
pletely delighted with money 
will be refunded 


your money 


results, yout 


SS OS SOS SB SD GP OO Ge aes 
Breck's of Boston, 478 Breck Bidg | 

Boston 10, Mass. 

I enclose amount checked below. At proper Fal! H 
planting time please send postpaid—on your 
money-back guarantee —the following tulip ] 

10 for $1.60 25 for $3.70 100 for $13.55 
Order No. FB296 


Name ~ 


City State 
———— KF 


| 

! 

! 

! 

Address | 
| 

J 
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State Flower and Bird Notepaper 
Special FREE offer designed to introduce 
this attractive and unusual notepaper to the 
readers of HORTICULTURE. Each french- 
folded sheet is decorated with a full color 
painting of the flower and bird adopted as 
the emblem of your state. An informative 
description of each is on the reverse side of 
the paper. Just send us your name and 
address and we will send you a sample of 
this novel notepaper and an envelope — 
suitable for mailing to a friend. We will try 
to send you your particular state paper 
whenever possible. Write for your free sam- 
ple to Miss Holmes, 300 Massachusetts 
Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


CHARO 


« (ead 


MANULAR ‘CHARCOM 


Wit 


ANTS oF LOWE! Inc., 
WATER AND § Sr 16, N. Y. 





Your Own Garden in Color 


Own an original water color of your 
own garden. Choose your favorite 
picture — noting the colors if it is in 
black and white, and send it to 
Nelson Chase, Hay Road, Box 2, 
Belmont, Mass. He will do an origi- 
nal water color in any size to 36” x 
24” for only $35.00. Mr. Chase will 
return your picture and the water 
color, matted, postpaid. 


FOR YOUR 


GARDEN 


Granular Charcoal 
For conditioning plants and flowers in water 
and soil the careful gardener uses Charo — a 
specially prepared and highly refined charcoal. 
Charo aids drainage, aeration, soil and water 
purification in the most natural way possible. 
Charo comes in a handy type cannister which 
keeps the charcoal fresh and active. Charo has 
many uses. 
dealer write to the Requa Manufacturing Co., 
Dept. H9, 1193 Atlantic Ave., 


For the name of your nearest 


Brooklyn 


Stop ’N Flow Hosevalve 


A new kind of hose improvement; 


not really a 


nozzle at all, but an on-and-off hosevalve to aid 
any home-owner in maintaining his lawns and 
grounds. The Melnor Hosevalve fits any hose or 
even between hoses if you wish. Simple to operate, 
the hosevalve works on a push the water is on, 
pull and the water shuts off principle. It is claimed 
to be leak-proof, rust-proof and smooth-working, 
especially valuable to those gardeners who use 
fertilizer sprayers. The Hosevalve is equally ad- 
vantageous for use with sprinklers, sprays and 


irrigators. 


Order from Dewberry’s, Dept. H9, 


1714 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. Only 


$1.75 prepaid. 
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BROWNELL 
EVERBLGDMING 
PILLARS 


A new race of super hardy hybrid roses guaranteed 
to live longer, resist disease and bloom more abun- 
dantly than ordinary roses with a minimum of care. 
Brownell Sub-Zero Hybrids will withstand 10° to 15 
below zero. 


A Most Versatile Rose 


Brownell Everblooming Pillars are guaranteed to 
bloom like Hybrid Tea roses on all canes and branches 
throughout the season. Brownell Pillars can be 


trained to grow like climbing roses with canes 8 feet : 
high or can be pruned to grow as a compact bush for Above is an actual unretouched photograph of 
dip lens or dheiieen baste a BROWNELL EVERBLOOMING PILLAR ROSE as 
‘ : taken in the Brownell garden by Paul Gen- 
ereux, official photographer for HORTICULTURE 
magazine. This beautiful yellow PILLAR rose 
is only 2 years old and stands 8 feet high. No- 
tice the abundance of blooms and the quality 
of the flowers. Since cutting of the bloom in- 
creases production you may have roses in your 
home all season. 





Brownell roses are garden investments. Be the 
first in your neighborhood to have a Brownell 


trained ~” ped nn ce rose garden. 


along fence All Brownell roses are guaranteed for two years 








Hybrid Teas and Floribundas 


The Brownells are famous for their 
other rose developments. Send for de- 
scriptive brochure. 











as anarch a Order Pillar Roses by Color 
Pink. Red _ Orange 
Yellow White 


W. D. BROWNELL il 3 FOR $10.00 6 FOR $20.00 


BRIGHTRIDGE GREENHOUSE 














East Providence 
Rhode Island 


September 1954 











\ Wayside fq Gardens 
V 


CHOICE NEW GARDEN SUBJECTS 


For the best results, take a tip from Nature and plant in the Fall. Your hardy 
plants and shrubs will become firmly established over the winter, ready and 
eager to bloom abundantly next Spring. 


We're very proud of this 
handsome new Wayside introduction. 
In our estimation, it is the best new flowering 
shrub offered in 50 years. Originated in Eng- 
land, Carlcephaium won highest honors at the 
Royal Horticultural Show in London. Graceful 
6 ft. plants are adorned with large cymose 
clusters of very fragrant white flowers that 
bloom extravagantly. In Autumn, this decidu- 
ous shrub is covered with a wealth of bril- 
liantly colored foliage. Plant Pat. #776. 


Very fragrant new Snowball is perfectly 
hardy at 10 degrees below zero. Grows any 


where and is happy in alkaline or acid soil 


A robust and glamor- 

ous new “Bleeding Heart” 

that is certain to please you. Flowers 

are twice as large, and its blooming season is 

much longer than popular Dicentra, Eximia. 

Established plants produce 40 to 40 stalks of 

quaint, heart-shaped, fuchsia-red flowers with 

feathery dark green foliage, every Spring and 

Fall. Unlike older varieties, Bountiful blooms 
May until frost 


Typical plant of new Dicentra, Bountiful. 
Stunning fuchsia-red flowers bloom profusely 


ill summer long abundantly from 


Another lovely new 
Wayside exclusive —the only yel- 
low lilac in existence. When this rare and de 
lightful new variety was displayed at the 
famous Chelsea Show in London, it caused a 
sensation. Exquisite flowers of soft, cream-yel 
low blend beautifully with the lilac, blue and 
lavender shades. Plant exciting Lilac Primrose 
this fall. It is one of your better garden invest- 
ments since it, like most other shrubs, will last 
a lifetime, increasing in beauty through the years 
We heartily recommend Primrose. Plant Pat 
=1108 


SEND FOR THE WORLD'S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


Not just a catalog. but America’s 
shrubs. hardy plants, rare bulbs and prize 
r Fall Planting. Many of the magnificent new things are exclusive with Wayside. Explicit 

cultural directions. To be sure you get your copy, please enclose with your re 
coin or stamps, for postage and handling 


illust rations 
} 


pages, with of “true-color’ 


_ , nih lerte 
d most complete selection of sp 


hunds €as 


lendid neu 


quest ee 


87 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 


Wild Flowers In Your Garden 


Wi_p FLowers AND How to Grow THEM 
By Edwin F. Steffek. N. Y.: Crown Pub- 
lishing Co. $3.95. 

Having answered questions for many 
years about wild flowers and how to grow 
them, Mr. Steffek was in a position to 
write a good book which would give the 
precise information needed by gardeners 
interested in cultivating these plants. Now 
he has given us such a book, one that will 
be welcomed by beginners and experienced 
growers. 

Botanically accurate, Wild Flowers 
How to Them is written in plain, 
non-technical language and deals with all 
phases of cultivation, including transplant- 
ing and propagation from seeds, divisions 
and cuttings. Special attention is given to 
soil, which is fundamental. The reader is 
also told how to locate and identify a great 
there are many 


an d 


Grou 


number of species, and 

illustrations, with 50 in full color. 
Mr. Steffek, well-known for his 

conservation views, gives lists of flowers 


to be picked freely or in moderation. 


pro- 


For the Beginner 


An Intropuction TO Trees. By John 


Ms Hanover House. 2.95. 


In this book, the noted naturalist, John 
Kieran, has made it possible to identify 
trees the easy way, that is, through pictures 
in color. He has had the assistance of 
Michael H. Bevans, who made the draw- 
ings, which are very well done, showing in 
most instances the bark, the leaves and the 
the 100 trees selected as most 
needing an introduction. Mr. Kieran’s 
text supplements the illustrations so com- 
pletely that identification is made easy. 


Kieran. N 


flowers of 


About Evergreen Hollies 

Growing Evergreen Hollies. By H. Gleason 
Mattoon. .Varbeth, Horti-Products 
Co. $7.00. 


Pe nna.- 


Would you like to know which evergreen 
hollies would grow in your state? These 
and other questions concerning evergreen 
hollies are covered in the excellent 48-page 
booklet by Mr. Mattoon, one of the out- 
standing holly specialists in the country. 
In addition to a helpful section entitled 
“Hollies For Each State’’, species and 
varieties, culture, planting procedure, prop- 
agation and other pertinent facts regard- 
ing the growing of these showy broad- 
leaved evergreens are treated simply and 
thoroughly for all those who want to enjoy 
these outstanding plants in their gardens. 
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How to Treat a Speaker 


zitTso 


Ray M. Koon 


r HAS been my privilege to have 

served as secretary for several 

horticultural Al- 
though my ability as an “organization 
man” has failed to be recognized to 
the point of qualifying me for the ex- 
alted office of president, I have cer- 
tainly had years of opportunity to 
watch the head perform at 
meetings. 

As I have receded into my humble 
place in the background after reading 
“the minutes of the previous meeting”’, 
I have indulged in imagining how I 
would deport myself were I ever to 
ascend to the high chair up front. 

I have been particularly observant 
as to how the speaker was being han- 
dled, because I have so often played 
that role myself. 

If you happen to be a person on the 
way up through the committees of an 
organization, and you reveal ability, 


associations. 


men 


you may some day find yourself elected 
to the office of second vice president. 
Then, as the years roll by, the day will 
come when you are first vice president 
and eventually top man or woman. 
Meantime, during your apprentice- 
ship, resolve to be ready for this dis- 
tinction and responsibility. Watch the 
conduct of your predecessors. Critically 
study their technique for its effective- 
ness. Note their weaknesses. 

Now, let’s suppose your turn has 
come at last and you’re it. Prior to 
cach meeting, have a talk with your 
secretary. Go over the agenda, item 
by item, and arrange each in its proper 
sequence. 

If you are to have a lecture, check 
with the secretary as to whether the 


speaker has been reminded recently of 


his assignment; directed precisely as to 
how to find the meeting place; in- 
formed of the hour he is to appear on 


September 1954 


This story is the last wh-ch the late Prof. Ray Koon sent to Horticulture. 
A popular speaker himself, he writes from first-hand experience. His pass- 
ing is a distinct loss to the horticultural world in which he was so active. 


the program; length of his talk; size 
and character of the audience. If an 
illustrated lecture, be certain who is to 
provide the screen, projector and op- 
erator. Movies or slides? What size? 
Will an extension cord be necessary to 
reach the electric outlet? And before 
the lecture begins, locate that outlet. 
It is usually to be found behind the 
piano among the cobwebs. 

Be sure there has been a clear under- 
standing with the lecturer regarding 
his fee and expenses. 

The hour of the meeting arrives. At 
this moment you ascend from the 
mere office of president to the impor- 
tant position of a chairman. You are 
toastmaster, moderator and master of 
ceremonies. What you do from here on 
will determine whether the meeting 
turns out to be a success or a fiasco. 

Establish a reputation for starting 
the meeting on time. Folks are grouped 
around the hall visiting. Assemble 
them with the gavel, a very important 
instrument which should be wielded 
frequently. The way some presiding 
officers use the gavel you would think 
them afraid of breaking the thing, they 
use it so gently. 

In every organization there are a 
few members who are habitually late. 
As they drag themselves into the meet- 
ing, pause and regard them until they 
are seated. They won't like this atten- 
tion and they may be more punctual in 
the future. 

Previously, you have learned from 
your speaker whether he would like to 
speak before or after the business ses- 
sion. Few speakers are interested in the 
business of an organization. They are 
usually busy persons and have things 
to do that are more important to them 
than sitting out a session of argumen- 
tation. 

If the room is large and the group 
small, bring all up front. 

Introduce the speaker with brevity 
and sincerity. Your meeting notice 
should have included his brief biogra- 
phy. Don’t overwhelm and abash him 
now with an interminable eulogy. 
Leave that to his pastor to deliver 
when his tired voice is silenced for- 
ever. He will suffer less embarrassment 


then. State the title of his speech and 
pronounce his name distinctly. 

Your speaker may prefer to finish 
his subject rather than to be inter- 
rupted with questions as he proceeds. 
Find out. But whichever method is 
followed, insist that each question is 
addressed to the chair. Repeat the 
question for all to hear. 

One of the fastest ways of letting a 
meeting get out of hand is to permit a 
person in the front row to engage in a 
private conversation with the speaker. 
Only those within the immediate range 
of the two can hear. The others then 
start up several discussions of their 
own. If the chairman is so unwise as 
to allow this hubbub to occur, the 
speaker himself, if experienced, will 
often save the situation by informing 
all what the question is. 

When the speaker is through, thank 
him genuinely and without affecta- 
tion. Don’t gush. And under no cir- 
cumstances should you pull on him 
the too common and time-worn trick 
of ‘‘the rising vote of thanks.’’ The 
audience will always applaud — you 
may be sure of that — either as an 
expression of enthusiastic appreciation, 
or hysterically from relief that their 
suffering is over. 

As a final and considerate courtesy, 
the treasurer who has slipped out into 
the vestibule during the hand clapping 
might hand the speaker an envelope 
containing the fee agreed upon. After 
all, the man has delivered the goods. 
Pay him on the spot. 

And now, before taking up the 
business of the meeting, it may be well 
to declare a five-minute recess, get off 
the hard seats and enjoy a stretch. 

Surely no chairman would ever at- 
tempt to take charge of a meeting 
without some knowledge of parlia- 
mentary practice. The chairman of a 
town meeting familiarizes himself with 
a certain well known book on rules of 
order. The intricacies of this treatise 
are very confusing to the average per- 
son. There are simpler texts on this 
subject, practical enough for what may 
happen in the ordinary meeting. Ask 
your librarian. 

See page 438 
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Philadelphia Flower Exhibit 

The Autumn Flower Exhibit of the Penn- 
sylvania Horticultural Society, to be held 
in the Rooms of the Society, 389 Suburban 
| Station Bldg., 1617 Penna. Blyd., Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 29-30, 9 a.m to 5 P.M., will 
feature dahlias, gladiolus, lilies, tuberous 
begonias and tuberoses. The flower bulb 
specialists, John Scheepers, Inc., of New 
York City will stage the Exhibit. 


Trevose Flower Show 
The Trevose Horticultural So iety of 
| Trevose, Penna., will stage its 28th annual 
Fall Flower Show in the Community 
House, Philmont Ave. near Street Rd., 


| Trevose, Sept. 17, 3-10 p.m. and Sept. 18, 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Show will feature 
chrysanthemums, dahlias, gladiolus, roses, 
annuals, fruits and vegetables. ‘‘Wedding 
Anniversary” is the theme of the arrange- 
ment section. Admission price is 50 cents 


World Orchid Conference 

On October 15, 16 and 17, the First 
World Orchid Conference will be held in 
St. Louis, Mo., at the Chase Hotel. The 
American Orchid Society, Inc., is sponsor- 
ing the affair in coéperation with the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and the Orchid 
Society of Greater St. Louis. 

The interesting program will include a 
panel of speakers on the subject, ‘‘What 
Is A Fine Orchid?”, a symposium on 
“Recent Advances In Orchid Knowledge,” 
an Orchid Exhibition at the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, sessions for professional 
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HELLER-GRO MAKES THE DIFFERENCE in 
the vinca vines above and this high quality 
plant food will make the same difference in 
your growing. Completely and quickly soluble, 
HELLER-GRO is a smooth paste. It is odorless 
and when diluted according to directions, posi- 
tively will not burn. HELLER-GRO is pure. It 
is compounded from U.S.P. grade chemicals 
only—the kind your druggist 

uses. Produces equally fine results in- 

doors or out of doors. 


Available in 2% oz. tubes, 1-Ib. 
and 3-lb. cans. 50 Ib. for tree 
and landscape men 


and amateur growers, a panel on science 
and research and a tour of the Gray Sum- 
mit Orchid Range. 

For additional information write: First 
World Orchid Conference, American Or- 
chid Society, Botanical Museum of Har- 
vard Univ., Cambridge 38, Mass 
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Flower Arrangement School 

The Boston School of Flower Arrange- 
ment will begin the autumn term of its 
15th year on September 13 at Horticul- 
tural Hall, under the direction of Mrs. 
Arthur P. Teele. Other all day meetings 
will be held on Sept. 28, Oct. 4 and 11, 
Nov. 8, 16 and 30, Dec. 6 and 13. The 
hours are from 11 A.M. to 1 p.m. and from 
2 to 4 p.m. Classes are open to all who are 


$$4406856464666565655555444. 
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interested, and are free to members of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, who 
must show their membership tickets at the 
| door. Non-members pay a small fee. 

As an added feature this fall, members of 
the Bay Colony Garden Club of Boston 
will stage at each meeting one class suitable 
for a flower show, This will be done with- 
out instruction, and the designs will be 
judged afterwards. Further information 

| about the school may be had from the 
director, Mrs. Arthur P. Teele, Hotel 
Brunswick, Boston 16. Telephone: CO 
6-8352. 


In New England write to: 


C. L. HALVORSON 
150 NORTH STREET PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 


ELSEWHERE: 


HELLER GREENHOUSE LABORATORIES 


218 East Pikes Peak Avenue Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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YOUR BARTLETT DENDRICIAN... 


A local man with a national reputation 


When you employ Bartlett to take care of your trees, you 
not only get the benefit of the reputation and knowledge 
of a large national organization—you get the benefit 

of the services of local men familiar with local conditions. 


In our research Laboratorfes at Stamford, a group of 
scientists are working cag © find better ways to 
protect and preserv s of America. 

tree work, the man 
pf our Laboratories 
ician, similar in his way 
e peculiarities 


But the man whgq 
who carries out th 


Hiven 
t of Tree Surgery. 
ttice, he has not 
; of tree care, 


to carry out 

representative and put @to practice the knowledge of the 

Bartlett Tree Research L@boratories which stand behind them. 
This teamwork—the cafpbination of local Dendricians 

and the men in the Bartl@® Tree Research Laboratories— 

has proved to those critical of results that the Bartlett 

Way (The Scientific Way) gives the best results in the 

long run. Call your nearest Bartlett office for a study 


of your tree situation. 


BARTLETT snc ner 


Home Office, Research Laboratory and Experimental Grounds, Stamford, Conn. 
Local Offices from Maine to the Carolinas, and West to Indiana. See your Local Telephone Directory for Local Address. 
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ROWING FRUIT for home use can 
be as pleasant and satisfying a 
hobby as growing roses, iris or 

the many other flowers that hobbvists 

cultivate for recreation. The various 
fruits have as many interesting fea- 
tures, in fact many more than anv one 
flower. The wealth of flavors, colors, 
forms, textures, periods of ripening and 
the many culinary uses that are avail- 
able in fruits is amazing. 
The fruit 
counters two difficulties in the pursuit 


Fruit trees are large and 


amateur gardener en- 
ol his hobby 
require much room, and they must be 
spraved if usable fruit is to be har- 
vested. Planting dwarf trees and graft- 
ing several varieties on one tree in- 


creases many times the number of 
varieties that one can grow in a lim- 
ited area. Small power spravers suit- 
able for the garden are 


Knapsack 


and wheelbarrow sprayers are suitable 


home fruit 


now generally available. 
for grapes and the small fruits, but the 
often 
without spraying 

I'ree fruits are for the hobbyist, be- 
cause the problems they offer, while 
not difficult, do require considerable 
master. 


latter are grown successfully 


thought and enthusiasm to 
Small fruits and grapes are better for 
those who want to some fruit. 


but do not wish to learn the details or 


grow 


408 


for the 


Home Garden 


George L. Slate, Geneva, New York 


The pear Clapp Favorite shown left is a standard 
late summer variety, with large, flavorsome fruits. 


go to the trouble and expense of con- 
trolling the diseases and insects of tree 
fruits 

How should one go about starting a 
fruit planting? The first consideration 
is the site. Is it suitable? It should be 


located beyond the shade and roots of 


laree trees. Fruits must have full sun 


all dav long to be fruitful. The roots of 


large trees offer such stiff competition 
for plant nutrients and moisture that 
no fruit plant will perform well within 
their reach. Frost pockets or low spots 
higher land are bad, 
since too many crops will be destroved 


surrounded by 


by late spring frosts. Frost is less trou- 
blesome on a slope. 

Good air circulation, as on a slope 
or where air movement is not impeded 
by tall, dense shrubbery, reduces dam- 
age from fungus diseases which thrive 
where moisture dries off too slowly. 

The soil is all important. It must not 
be the subsoil which the contractor 
spreads over the surface soil when he 
grades around the house. It should be 
natural that is well- 

one that has demonstrated 


a good, soil 


drained 


its ability to produce good crops of 


vegetables and the common garden 
flowers. If it will grow good corn, it 
should be suitable when well-drained. 
For blueberries a moist, sandy soil, 


with a pH below 5.5, is best. 


What must be done to prepare the 
soil for planting? Soils that have been 
used regularly for a garden and that 
are free of perennial weeds, such as 
quack (witch) grass, need only to be 
fitted as for vegetables to be ready for 
planting small fruits. 

Infertile soils, or soils low in organic 
matter, should receive a heavy appli- 
cation (20 tons or more to the acre) of 
stable manure. If none is available, 
peatmoss may be used, but it is expen- 
sive for this purpose. For a few trees 
it may be mixed in the planting hole 
when the trees are set. 

Green manuring (the growing of a 
crop of grass or some legume to plow 
under) is a standard and good practice 
for improving soils before planting 
fruit trees. This takes two or three 
vears, but anyone in a hurry can use 
peatmoss at planting time and plan to 
mulch the trees and berries later. 

Now that the site has been selected 
and the soil prepared, what fruits 
should one grow? Until experience has 
been gained, the small fruits are best. 
Strawberries are first choice. Red 
raspberries follow them and are not 
difficult. After the raspberries are over, 
some blackberries and blueberries will 
carry the garden through August. 
From late August to frost, grapes are 

See page 421 
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The Challenge of Christmas Roses 


Karl F. Fischer, Queenstown, Maryland 


OR MANY YEARS the Christmas rose 
(Helleborus niger) well 
known in Europe. Not only are the 

plants grown there in favorable garden 
locations, but considerable use is made 
of their cut flowers, which are excellent 


has been 


for corsages that may be worn out of 


doors during cold winter days. For 
table decorations they combine well 
with holly and other Christmas greens. 
I have seen them used in funeral work 
and remember in particular a striking 
example in which Christmas 
were used in combination with black 
pansies. The latter had been brought 
into early flower in coldframes. 

To supply the popular demand, 
European florists have potted helle- 
borus clumps and sold them as potted 
plants for the Christmas season. They 
have also moved clumps at regular 
intervals into the cool greenhouse or 
pit for cut flower production. It is in- 
teresting to note that these cut Christ- 
mas roses bring prices comparable to 
the first tulips which become available 
at the same time. 

In this country, 
hardly known some 20 years ago. In 
spite of the fact that in recent years 
leading magazines have published ex- 
cellent articles on their culture and 
nurseries have done much to point 
out their unusual qualities, they are 
still considered somewhat of a novelty. 


roses 


helleborus were 


This is to be regretted, as most gar- 
deners who have well-grown 
specimens in full flower during the 
winter months their 
own. Of course, helleborus are con- 
sidered to be a bit dificult. According- 


seen 


desire to grow 












































ly, here are some of their cultural 
needs, which, if followed, will make 
success almost certain. 


To begin with, the requirements of 


Christmas roses are different from 
those of other border perennials. They 
are indigenous to the Mediterranean 
mountains where tempera- 
tures are lower than those found in 
most parts of the United States. With 
compensating factors such as shade 
and mulching material, however, they 
can do well. 

Christmas roses should 
from April until August. During April 
and May their foliage is still tender 
and wilts easily in wind and _ sun, 
even though there may be consider- 
able moisture in the ground. Later 
the leaves become leathery, but shade, 
meanwhile, helps to keep the foliage 
cool and the soil moist. Lath, bamboo 
or reed mats, aluminum lath or even 
evergreen bows give excellent results 
in shading. The choice is not made 
for cultural, but rather for economic 
and aesthetic considerations. 

Any material which is reasonable 
and good-looking will do well, but 
whatever is used should be supported 


surnmer 


be shaded 


on a framework at least 
ground. This framework 
used later to support sash or other 
winter protection whenever it is 
needed. Artificial shade is preferred 
because it may be removed during 
the months of lower light intensity. 
For Christmas roses grown in the 
garden, natural shade may be pre- 
ferred. Deciduous which are 
located south of the plants are admir- 


may be 


trees 


18” off the 


able for this purpose. As these trees 
cause littlke shade during fall and 
winter, they provide nearly ideal con- 
ditions as far as intensity of light is 
It must be remembered, 
however, that the closer helleborus 
are to the trunks of trees the more 
they will have to compete with the 
tree roots for food. 

Obviously, since our climate during 
the summer necessitates shade in grow- 
ing helleborus, established plants will 
have advantage over those recently 
planted. For this reason, fall planting 
is much preferred to spring planting. 
In northern regions, planting may 
begin the latter part of August, 
whereas further south, September and 
October are the ideal months. During 
the cool autumn weather root growth 
is rapid. Nevertheless, only plants of 
sufficient size and vigor will establish 
themselves sufficiently to withstand 
the rigors of the first winter and the 
unfavorable weather of the following 


concerned. 


summer. 

The fact that young seedlings of 
weak divisions are planted is probably 
the greatest single cause for failure in 
the culture of helleborus. Gardeners 
who have had little or no experience 
with them may find it difficult to 
determine whether or not a_ plant 
is of sufficient size and vigor. A 
description of propagation methods, 
therefore, should be helpful in_ this 
respect. 

Propagation by division is possible. 
Plants which are at least eight years 
old can yield from 10-20 good divi- 

See page 135 


Mr. Fischer uses lath frames and fencing to pro- 


tect his Christmas roses. The home gardener, 


however, will find a simple box with re- 


movable window sash cover helpful 


in keeping his helleborus happy 


and unspotted by weather. 





There Are Many Types of Tulips 


with a place for all in our gardens 


bloom successively in our gardens for 

six to eight weeks. From March to 
early Apri, the different species (botani- 
cal) tulips begin to bloom. Then come the 
single and double earlies followed by the 
newer Mendel and Triumph types suc- 
ceeded by the May-flowering kinds — 
Cottages (including the Multifloras and 
Lily-flowered), Breeders, Darwins, and 
“broken” types, plus Parrots and the 
Peony-flowered ones. 

The small species tulips are suitable for 
rock gardens and other sunny spots. Native 
to Asia and southern Europe, they bloom 
singly or several on stems six to 16 inches 
high. In late March, the fragrant red and 
yellow dwarf, Duc Van Tol (T. suaveo- 
lens), opens the season which ends in early 
June with 7. sprengeri. The showiest of all 
are 7. fosteriana hybrids bearing huge, red 
goblets, striking even afar off. 

Single and double earlies carry good- 
sized flowers on eight to 16-inch stems 
from mid- to late April. These are often 
forced as early pot plants. Sturdy Mendel 
and Triumph tulips (14 to 20 inches) are 
bright-colored, edged white or yellow, 
from the last of April into May. Of the 
two, Triumphs are better suited to garden 
use, Mendels to indoor decoration. 

Cottage tulips are the catch-all class. 
Growing 18 to 32 inches tall with oval 
petals, they embrace all types — even the 
Multiflowered and Lily-flowered — which 
do not belong elsewhere. Bronzy Breeders 
are lordly and stout, towering to 36 inches. 
Some Breeders are “broken” by dark 
stripes or “featherings’ on a_ lighter 
ground. The Bizarres have dark brown on 
yellow, while Bybloemen markings are 
rose or violet. 

Typical Darwins (22 to 32 inches) are 
cup-shaped and square at the base which, 
inside, is usually a beautiful blue, rimmed 
white. Broken Darwins, called Rem- 
brandts, show white under purpley-red 
or lilac swashes. 

Parrots, fantastic sports of several types, 
are distinguished by swirled, lacey-edged 
petals often bearing a dash of green out- 
side. But the “‘puffiest” of all tulips is the 
Peony-flowered, or late double type, which 
reaches 14 to 26 inches. B. E. N. 


é WE PLAN Carefully, various tulips will 


Different types of tulips illustrating a range of obvious growth-character, size and form are sketched above. SPECIES TULIPS: 1) T. 
clusiana (lady tulip) — rosy band on white, 14”; 2) T. eichleri -— scarlet, 10’; 3) T. dasystemon (tarda) — yellow, edged white, 6”; 
4) T. fosteriana — large red, 14”; 5) T. acuminata — dark red and yellow, 18”; 6) T. marjoletti — white, edged cherry, 12”; 7) T. 
sylvestris — deep yellow, 14”; 8) T. praestans — scarlet, 12”; 9) T. kaufmanniana (waterlily tulip) — carmine on cream, 6”; 10) T. 
biflora — inside white, outside brown, 6”; 11) T. saxatilis — mauve with yellow, 12”; 12) T. linifolia — cerise-red, 6”; 13) T. batalini 
— yellow, 6”; 14) T. sprengeri — orange-scarlet, 14”. TYPICAL SHAPES: 15) Single early; 16) Double early; 17) Triumph; 18) 
blue center of Darwin; 19) Darwin; 20) Peony-flowered; 21) Cottage; 22) Lily-flowered; 23) Breeder; 24) Multi-flowered; 25) 
Parrot; 26-28) show the inside center plus outside petal ‘‘feather’’ and “flame”? markings of ‘‘broken’”’ types; 29-30) indicate the 


general appearance of Bizarres, Bybloemens and Rembrandts. 
Springtime Glory > 
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7 )PICAL EPISCIAS from the Americas hold the spotlight with house plant collectors at 
the present time. These relatives of the African violet and the gloxinia are enjoying a 
well-deserved revival because of their richly-textured foliage and vivid flowers. Plants 
illustrated are: (left) Episcia splendens; (top) E. Sylvan Beauty; (upper right — two 
plants) £. cupreata viridifolia; (lower right) E. splendens; (center) E. cupreata viridifolia. 












HERE’s real window garden news 
in episcias, as well as varieties 
for everyone’s taste. Among them 

are sorts with boldly designed, bril- 

liantly-marked, four-to-six-inch leaves; 


subtle combinations of cream and 


brown, silver and green; some with 


foliage so waxen it glistens; others 


with leaves as brown as chocolate 
bars, with at least one miniature- 
leaved species. The flowers, which 
appear to have been cut with toy 


pinking shears, are in shades of scarlet, 


orange, near-salmon and blue tints. 
It is small wonder, then, that these 
rediscovered plants are enjoying a 


revival in popularity. But let’s know 


these charmers for what thev are. 
They are gesneriad relatives of African 
violets, though they are not “red” 


violets. Lace of Love is the attractive 
common name of the Brazilians. 
Episcias grow in an intriguing man- 
ner. The central plant stalk sends out 
runners, or stolons, to propagate itself, 
much in the manner of the so-called 
strawberry begonia (Saxifraga _ sar- 
mentosa). ‘These stolons, in turn, send 
forth others 
delightful plant for a hanging basket 
or the edge of a table or window still. 


and you soon have a 


From Warm Climes 


Natives of the tropics, these plants 
grow there in deep leafmold and twigs. 
Since this is their natural prefererice, 
we must, when growing them in our 
window gardens, strive to emulate this 
soil type. Here are some porous com- 
binations in which they thrive: 

1. Three parts of well-rotted leaf- 
mold and one part garden soil. 

2. Equal parts of compost, sand, 
fine charcoal and loam. 

3. BLack Maaic, a prepared and 
packaged substance which is used for 
growing many kinds of house plants. 

4. One-third each ofshredded sphag- 
num, leafmold and charcoal. 

5. Sphagnum moss and bits of char- 
coal with fertilizer added every week. 

If you live in an extremely dry apart- 
ment, you need not forego the pleasure 
of growing these tropical beauties. 
Try them in pebbles, charcoal and 
water. Change the water every weck 
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How to Grow FE piscias 


Peggie Schulz, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


and add to it a small 
soluble fertilizer. Grown this way, in 
a lovely container, they seem to me to 
outshine water-grown ivy 

I find episcias most versatile. Per- 
haps I have grown them long enough 
to become accustomed to their small 
vagaries or possibly I have been 
thrilled with them always. Whatever 
the never want to 


be without a few in my house plant 


reason, I would 
collection. They are so naturally pro- 
lific that within a year you will have, 
from the original one or two plants, 
enough extras to start arranging them 
in most spectacular ways. 

In my home, I have found that they 
grow more luxuriantly when planted 
in glazed pots, metal or pottery con- 
tainers or in  hollowed-out, 
pieces of wood. The fibrous episcia 
should allowed to 


become dry. 


waxed 


roots never be 


Make Drainage Good 

My favorite episcia-potting method 
is to plant two or three of the same 
variety in a long, two-inch deep, cake 
tin. For drainage I punch holes in the 
bottom and to make it more attractive 
I cover it with aluminum foil. In a 
short time, however, it is completely 
screened by the episcia foliage. In 
the pan I place a half-inch layer of 
charcoal and fine pot chips and then 
fill it to within half-inch of the 
with the soil mixture. 

The mother plants go into the center 
of the pan and, in the earth around 
them, nestle the To make 
these little plants stay put, I fasten 


rim 


stolons. 


them to the soil with hairpins or toy 
clothespins. When they've rooted (ap- 
proximately three weeks), I 
remove the anchors. Within a 
weeks the old plants send out more 
stolons and, if the pan is not filled to 
my liking, I continue pinning stolons 
to the earth. Each time a stolon roots, 
it gains vitality and rewards you with 
a bonus of more stolons. Before spring, 
the pan will be well filled and there 
will be many charming little episcias 
dangling over its edge. 

Be generous with drainage material 


two or 
few 


and episcias will thrive in any glass 


amount of 









or pottery dish. In a low bowl, plant 
mixed-or-matched varieties and be 
prepared to receive compliments. 

If you like to grow plants on moss- 
covered totem poles, try for a change 
growing an episcia this way. All but 
Epfiscia chontalensis and a relative of 
E. tessallata are suitable for training up 
and around the moss-covered pole. As 
each new stolon arrives, fasten it with 
a hairpin or ‘“Twist-Em’ to the pole. 
When it has taken root, remove the 
fastener. Moisten the moss to which it 
clings and you'll have an eye-catching 
arrangement. 

Those who find pleasure in working 
with driftwood should plant episcias 
in some of the hollowed-out pieces. 
Here are plants with a real affinity to 
wood and you can drape the stolons 
gracefully over the peak of the drift- 
wood. Greenhouse growers often fas- 
ten stolons to blocks of rotted wood. 

An old fish bow! makes an excellent 
episcia home. Place charcoal and peb- 
bles in the bottom, build the soil into 
a “hill” inside the bowl and _ plant 
your episcia at the top of the slope. 

They Increase Easily 

Episcias are propagated by rooting 
leaves, stem cuttings, stolons or seeds. 
For rooting, insert any plant part in 
water, vermiculite, partially sterilized 
sand or sphagnum moss. It takes from 
three to six months for leaves to send 
up new plants, but stolons or stem 
cuttings root in two to four weeks. 
Plant the rooted episcias in any of the 
soil formulas you like best; set them 
in a north, east or west window. While 
they will grow, and_ possibly show 
more flowers in south windows, the 
strong light does dreadful things to 
their exquisitely-colored foliage. Left 
there for long, they become bleached, 
nondescript plants. They do, however, 
take kindly to fluorescent lights. And 
because they are “‘shade plants’, place 
them toward the end of the light tubes 
where light is weakest. A space of 
about 12 to 14 inches from tube to pot 
rim is good on large episcias. The 
little seedlings or newly started plants 
inches from the 
See page 426 


can be four to six 
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The large panicles of hybrid lilacs are showy and fragrant 


Know Your Lilacs 


A. D. Rothman, Rhinebeck, New York 


r Is a constant source of wonder to 


me that most of us know so little 


about lilacs. We love them; we 
are nostalgic about the lilac bush 
that we remember from childhood at 
the kitchen doorway; we grow them 


widely and neglect them resolutely. 
\bove all, the wonders of hybridiza- 
tion and selection that have in the last 
made _ the lilac a 


are virtually a closed 


century modern 


premie! flower 
book to all but a few gardeners. 

Of the 900 or so species, varieties 
have been dis- 
bred, named and dis- 
seminated in the last 400 years since 
the lilac was first introduced into the 


and hybrids which 


covered or 


western world from Turkey, far too 


many of the poorer kinds are struggling 
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along in American gardens. After more 
than 20 years of intensive interest in 
the lilac, its better forms and its proper 
cultivation, I have found it easy to 
diagnose lilac ‘“‘troubles” sight unseen. 
This arises principally from long ex- 
perience with the unvarying similarity 
of the wrong things people do to their 
lilac plants. 

To begin with, rarely do they know 
the name of the variety. Either it was 
“already on the place”, or it was pur- 
chased haphazardly without too much 
knowledge as to its origin, quality or 
needs. The most frequent complaint 
is that one’s lilac isn’t blooming, or has 


just a “few not very good flowers’’; o1 


isn’t making much growth and has 
only a few branches “‘with thin foli- 


age’; or is “too big and too thick”’; 
or “‘the leaves get grey and moldy late 
in summer and are ugly’’; or “yes, it’s 
beautiful but you get flowers for only 
a few days in spring”’. 

My reply to these observations is al- 
most invariably something like this. 
If your bush is only a few years old, it 
may be too early for it to bloom. The 
common lilac (Syringa vulgaris) may 
take seven years before it flowers, al- 
though most of the new, modern lilacs 
bloom long before that. Do not expect 
the size, quality or coloring of bloom 
to be at their best until the bush has 
become well established. ‘The devoted 
lilac grower is prepared to wait as long 
as 10 years to see the perfect florescence 
of his bush, although he gets good 
flowers in the intervening years. 

If your bush is old enough to per- 
form well and doesn’t, have you done 
or not done any of the following 
things? Did you plant it close to a 
building or on a dry bank or in the 
shade of a large tree? Too many house- 
holders do just this. For all that the 
lilac can take a great deal of abuse, 
such locations should be avoided. This 
species, to flourish, wants a good soil on 
the alkaline side (it likes lime), well 
drained (but not with the excessive 
loss of moisture and leeching of fer- 
tility that occur on a bank) and, above 
all, a position in full sun. Keep it away 
from the shade and the competition 
of the roots of large trees. Also spare 
it the deforming and debilitating in- 
fluences of a building against which the 
branches and from 
and 


winds thrash its 
which winter’s snow summer's 
rain funnel down upon it. 

Give the shrub space. If you want 
it in groups for garden accent, give it 
at least six feet each way, and prefer- 
ably eight. A lilac walk, incidentally, 
magnificent with a path of 
grass 12 to 20 feet wide and the 
bushes planted on each side to give 
full-flowered, perfumed beauty each 


can be 


spring. 

If your bush grows “too big and 
thick,”’ you’re in trouble of a different 
kind. This condition is easily remedied, 
however, for you have merely failed in 
your pruning “duty.” 

Some lilacs make comparatively 
compact growth, but many varieties 
will try to reach to the sky unless you 
take simple preventive measures. Im- 
mediately after the bloom has faded, 
remove it to prevent the setting of seed 
which provides an unnecessary drain 
on the plant. As your shrub begins to 
assume size, face the problem of cut- 
ting back resolutely and you will find 
it less painful and more rewarding. 
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Lilacs bloom on the previous year’s 
wood, so unless it is a question of re- 
moving a dead branch or twig, which 
can be done at any time, do you 
pruning simultaneously with the re- 
moval of faded bloom and at no other 
time. Top your bush when it begins 
to exceed about nine feet in height. 
Such topping should occur at a stem or 
branch bud. Take out weak or injured 
wood or a rubbing branch at the point 
of juncture. Very old, heavy wood 
which has outlived its usefulness should 
be removed at the ground. Cuts more 
than half an inch in diameter should 
he painted with tree paint to keep out 
wood fungi. 

What you are aiming at is to dis- 
courage your bush from making wood 
at the expense of flower, to let sunlight 
and air into its center, and to give it 
form. While speaking of form, I like 
a bush which has a “‘skirt”’ 
lower-growing branches which fringe 
the bush with light foliage. This not 
only adds symmetry to the shrub, but 
also affords a degree of protection to 
the main stems. 

**Thick”’ bushes are a product of the 
suckering characteristics of some vari- 
eties, the common lilac in particular. 
How to treat excessive suckering is tied 
up with the question whether the bush 
is grafted or on its own roots. This is a 


several 


matter, to my mind, of great impor- 
tance. 

If it is a grafted plant, remove all 
suckers as they appear, since they will 
not produce flowers similar to those of 
the scion (the variety you thought you 
were buying). If the shrub is on its own 
the suckers will come ‘‘true.”’ 
more than three or 


roots, 
But do not allow 
four suckers to develop at one time, 
since excessive suckering only draws 
strength from the plant. It is these 
three or four suckers, however, which 
assure the continued existence of the 
bush, since they take the place of old 
stems which in time lose productivity 
to the point where they must be re- 
moved at the base. 

Suckers of lilacs on their own roots, 
moreover, offer an opportunity to in- 
crease the number of plants of the 
variety. With a spade, cut through the 
“stoloniferous” root half way between 
the stem of the sucker and the parent 
plant. ‘“Top”’ the stem of the sucker so 
that it will branch. In a year or so, in 
the autumn, dig up the sucker with a 
ball of earth and transplant it to a new 
location. 

Selection is now made specially easy 
by the revised lilac survey issued late 
last year by a committee of the Ameri- 
can Association of Botanical Gardens 
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and Arboretums under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. John C. Wister, director of 
the Arthur Hoyt Scott Horticultural 
Foundation of Swarthmore, Pennsy!- 
vania. Entitled ‘‘Lilacs for America,” 
this brochure (available from lilac 
nurserymen at $1.00 per copy) not 
only gives a wealth of information 
about the history and the culture of 
lilacs, but presents a list of the ‘100 
best.’’ Let us select a few from this list, 
which will give you the widest, seasonal 
range of flowers of the greatest beauty, 
as well as bushes of much vigor. 

Early: Pink single: Lamartine; double 
lavender: Evangeline (or two other of 
the latter’s sister seedlings, Assessippfu 
and Pocahontas, both purple singles). 

Mid-season: (French hybrids, so- 
called because the larger number of 
them are the product of French hy- 
bridists): White single: Vestale; white 
double: Ellen Willmott. Blue single: 
Pres. Lincoln; blue double: Olivier de 
Serres, Pres. Grevy (sometimes classed as 
early). Lilac-colored double: Hippolyte 
Maringer. Pink single: Lucie Baltet; pink 
double: Jules Ferry (both highly de- 
sirable). Reddish-purple single: Congo, 
Reaumur, Capitaine Baltet; reddish-pur- 
ple double: Mrs. Edward Harding. 
Deep purple single: Monge; deep pur- 
ple double: Adelaide Dunbar. 


The author paints a wound on a main 
stem of a 25-year-old hybrid lilac to 
guard against the entry of wood des- 
troying fungi. Note the young wood at 
the base gradually replacing the old. 
The bush is one of 16 in a lilac walk. 


Late: Coral-colored single: Coral. 
Lavender single: Floreal. Pink single: 
Isabella. Violet single: Lutece. 

The lament I frequently hear from 
gardeners that the leaves of thei 
bushes “‘get grey and moldy,” of 
course refers to mildew, a common af- 
fection of many plants. It does little o1 
no harm to lilacs, but is admittedly un- 
sightly. A dormant spray of lime sul- 
phur applied to lilacs just as the leat 
buds are swelling in early spring will 
greatly reduce mildew later as the 
season advances. 


See page 437 


Lilacs of various ages after an annual 
pruning and shaping. A mulch of wood 
chips is 


tucked under their “skirts.” 














Training Kspahers [s Fun 


H. Gleason Mattoon, Narbeth, Pennsylvania 


RAINING TREES AND SHRUBS in 


geometrical patterns against a 

building, wall or fence, is a fas- 
cinating hobby not difficult to master 
once the technique of controlling sap 
flow, and thereby growth, is learned. 
\ tree so called an 


espalier in Europe where the art was 


trained (it is 


highly developed a century ago) is a 
choice piece of ornamentation, par- 
ticularly appropriate with contempo- 
rary architectural design. On the other 
hand, espaliering seems equally pleas- 
ing as facade embellishment on period 
homes and along fences and paths. 
While the literature on espaliering 
is wholly devoted to fruits, many other 
kinds of woody plants, equally as pleas- 
ing, though less productive, can be 
trained, with support, to grow in a 
planned pattern. In Europe gardens 
were, and still are, frequently sur- 
rounded by brick walls built in part 
for privacy, but more especially for 
training trees in flat geometrical form 
to conserve space and reduce care. 
The designs used were many and 
the skill of the gardener who pro- 
duced them was highly regarded. 
Apple, pear, apricot, peach, plum and 
gooseberry, artfully trained and pleas- 
ingly proportioned, are highly orna- 
mental, while the fruits are large and 
of excellent quality. In this country of 
greater extremes in temperature and 
growing fruits 


frequent droughts, 


trained on walls is not successful in 


many sections. The south wall, so de- 
sired for this purpose abroad, should 
Other 


much at 


species of trees, 


the 


be avoided 


however, are home in 
heat of a southern exposure 
Originally, an espalier was a trellis 
on which the plant was trained. Later 
the 
The first essential, therefore, 
the 


tied 


it came also to signify tree so 


trained 
trellis, or frame, to which 
branches of the 


to hold them in the desired position 


is a 
tree may be 
Nurserymen line out the young stock 
and build the trellis as needed during 
the period of growth and training. As 
the tree develops and takes on the 
desired form, both tree and trellis are 
moved to the ultimate location. Unfor- 
tunately, few nurserymen in America 
assistants to 


have either the time or 


train espaliers 
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The home owner, therefore, if he 
wishes to develop such a useful hobby, 
must depend upon his own patience 
and native ingenuity. The trellis, or 
frame, is built against the house or 
garden wall. Then the young tree is 
set in its permanent location and the 
training process starts. 

Success in training espaliers depends 
upon frequent attention. For instance, 
to train a flowering dogwood as a cone 
or pyramid, you must start with a 
carefully healthy, 
tree. After planting it in a rich garden 
soil, the leader is cut back to 18 or 20 
inches from the ground. As a result, 
several shoots will develop during the 
summer. One of these is selected as the 
leader and the others are pinched. 

When the leader, which has 
been tied to the frame in perpendicular 
position, has made 12 to 15 inches of 
growth, the terminal bud is again 
pinched off. At the same time the side 
branches are cut back to four or five 
inches. This may appear a useless pro- 
cedure, but the object is to keep the 
dogwood growing vigorously during 


selected, one-vear 


new 


the first three years when the frame of 
the pyramid is being formed. 
Before spring breaks the following 


year, you will have a small, straight 


dogwood about 30 inches tall, with a 
few well-spaced, short, side branches, 


which were cut back the previous 


August. Growth the second vear will 
be vigorous. Each side branch will put 
forth two or three shoots, all of which, 
except the one to be retained, will be 
pinched back in June to the first group 
of leaves. On the leader, the terminal 
bud is removed at least once during 
the year. If growth slows down appre- 
ciably, the bud should be removed a 
second time in August. As new shoots 
develop after disbudding, all are re- 
moved but one. 

This process of pinching and select- 
ing forces adventitious buds, as well as 
normally developed ones, into active 
growth, which permits selection of side 
shoots spaced about 12 inches apart. 
Others are cut back to the first group 
of leaves. Training, such as described, 
is actually a means of directing and 
controlling sap flow. During the train- 
ing period, which never actually stops, 
the framework of the pyramid will be 
clothed with leaves from disbudded 
shoots if the tree is growing rapidly 
enough to force activity in buried buds 
along the leader and side branches. 

When the dogwood reaches the de- 
sired height and the side branches are 
well developed, root pruning starts for 
forcing blossom-bud development. 

A spade with a blade 10 inches long 
is used. How far out from the base to 
cut the roots will depend upon the 

See page 130 
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A Lawn for a Lifetime 


N ATTRACTIVE and _ serviceable 
lawn may be a work of art, 
but its existence depends upon 

the application of certain definite 
scientific principles. The old English 
anecdote that all you need do is to mou 
and roll your lawn for 300 years need no 
longer be taken seriously. At least 20 
of our state colleges now conduct re- 
search on turf grasses. Golf, tennis and 
football interests support these pro- 
grams. Many related industries not 
only support them, but also supply 
an abundance of materials and equip- 
ment for the development and main- 
tenance of fine lawns. 

Specialists, such as the superin- 
tendents of golf courses, parks, ceme- 
teries and private estates, in coopera- 
tion with the research men, have stand- 
ardized many procedures and _ prac- 
The 
homeowner may now apply this newer 
knowledge of turf grasses in making 
his lawn. If he is 


tices unheard of 25 years ago. 


and maintaining 
open-minded and spends his money 
wisely, he may, within two years, 
grow as lovely and luxuriant a green 


lawn as any in England. 


September 1954 


Walter S. Lapp, Lansdale, Pennsylvania 


In most sections of the country, the 
best time to seed a new lawn is from 
mid-August to mid-October. Spring- 
made lawns nearly always run into 
trouble because seedling grasses can 
not compete with the hazards likely to 
follow, such as heat, weeds, insects, 
diseases and droughts. 

In general, it is best to sow a mix- 
ture of grasses rather than a single 
species. The percentage composition 
of a suitable mixture for sunny lawns 
in the middle and northern states 
might well be: 40° Kentucky blue- 
grass, 30°; Chewings or Illahee fescue, 
5 Colonial bent and 25°7% Meadow 
fescue. All but the last of these are 
perennial grasses. The Meadow fescue 
is included as a nurse grass. It resem- 
bles Kentucky bluegrass in appearance 
and will disappear as the bluegrass 
slowly develops. For shady areas the 
Kentucky bluegrass should be re- 
placed by Shady bluegrass (Poa trivi- 
alis). Such nurse grasses as timothy, 
redtop and ryegrass are coarse and 
should not be used in fine lawns. Local 
seed stores can supply formulas such 
as mentioned above. In purchasing 


commercial seed be sure to read the 
label before making your choice. 

There are some exceptions to the 
numbers rule. Merion bluegrass should 
be seeded pure on well prepared soil. 
The Turf Grass Committee of the 
American Society of Agronomy rec- 
ommends that this grass be seeded at 
the rate of one pound per 1000 square 
feet. Alta fescue and Kentucky 31 
produce very durable broad-leaved 
turf of good color with little watering. 
These two should also be seeded pure 
but at the rate of about 10 pounds per 
1000 sq. ft. They are useful in service 
lawns or other areas difficult to keep 
covered with the finer grasses. Bent 
grasses may be seeded pure in the 
northern states, but are more difficult 
to maintain than mixed species. 

The warm season grasses, such as 
Bermuda U3 and the zoysias are prop- 
agated vegetatively in midsummer by 
stolons, plugs, or sprigs. When once 
established, these grasses remain green 
during droughts. They are dormant 
from early fall to late spring and lov« 
very much like dead grass. They are 

See page 432 
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CONTROL JAPANESE BEETLES IN YOUR LAWN NOW! 


GET HELPFUL ADVICE FROM 


Your Guide to a Greener Lawn 


By GEOFFREY S. CORNISH 


This 64-page booklet is jam-packed with practical information about the making and maintenance of 
a better lawn for your home grounds. Insects, diseases and weeds and how to control them are treated 
thoroughly. How to cut your lawn, when to feed it, soil improvement, seeding bare spots, aerating the 
soil—these and dozens of other practical points are covered. Numerous photographs and sketches 
help you to understand the methods recommended for developing a greener and better lawn. 


Only 75 cents postpaid — Order Today From 


HORTICULTURE’S BOOK DEPARTMENT 


300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 














LAWN CARE 


Just fill in the coupon below tageceive a free 2-year 
subscription. In each issue of Lawh Care you'll dis- 
cover practical, seasonal tips on how to m@ke your 
lawn thicker, greener, more beautiful the whole year 
round. Thousands of readers tell us, “With Lawn Care 
guidance you can have the finest lawn on the street.” 


SIGN UP 
FOR SCOCLA 










Sign up for Lawn Care today! 
OM Sekt & SONS CO, 37 Fourth St, Marysville, Ohio 
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Dwarf Dahlias 
and Gladiolus 


ou MAY wonder how [ started 
raising and cross-pollinating min- 
iature dahlias. In 1938, my sis- 
ter, who lives in California, sent me a 
package of dahlia seed labeled “small 
singles and doubles.” I planted them 
carefully in my coldframe. They ger- 
minated in about five days, and, when 
the second leaves appeared, the sturdy 
little plants were transplanted to the 
borders. After they bloomed, I found 
that many were not true miniatures, 
because they measured over four 
inches in diameter (the size limit es- 
tablished by the American Dahlia 
Society). I gave some away, but kept a 
gorgeous, golden-yellow single, which 
I named Sunset. Many of my friends 
have had some of this Sunset, as it is a 
gross root maker and dependable. 

In August and September, hundreds 
of busy bees work from one flower to 
another and supply me with plenty of 
seed to be planted the next spring. 
Usually, plants from these seed will 
bloom that same summer. If they do 
not, I save the tubers to try out the 
following year. If you buy seed of these 
little dahlias, I recommend that you 
purchase it from a concern specializing 
in miniatures. Do not buy mixtures, 
since they may include some which do 
not qualify as miniatures. 


There Are Many Types 
Opinions differ with regard to the 
classification of these small types. The 
best authorities, though, list them as 
ball pompons, formal and_ informal 


| decoratives, singles, collarettes (which 
of \ 


are rare), orchid (or star-flowering) 
and anemones. 

I prepare my dahlia borders early 
in the spring with a light liming. Then 
I scatter a fertilizer like 5-8-7 or 
5-10-5 over them, loosen up the soil, 
rake it over and finally let it weather 
until about the middle of May. The 
borders are long and wide enough to 
take three rows of plants. I place stakes 
about 18 inches apart, alternating in 
the three rows. The tuber planted in a 
hole opposite the stake, five inches 
deep with the sprouts facing up, is 
covered with only part of the soil re- 
moved from the hole. The tag is then 
placed on the stake. Later, the remain- 
ing earth is pulled around the plant. I 
always loosen the ground after a rain 
and remove weeds until plants are 
well grown. My dahlias begin 
bloom about the third week in July. 


to 
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Having masses of blooms depends 
directly upon the regular removal of LOW | 
all faded flowers and seed pods. Better | DRONS . 5; 3/ Al’ 


still, cut the fresh flowers for some sick 


friend. 
If you have a dahlia which you have Here are five kinds of native American flowering 


evergreens—the Aristocrats of all garden plants. 
All carefully dug and packed, not to be compared 
with ordinary collected natives. We ship tens of 
, i. i oon ; : thousands a year to small gardens and large estates 
name for it. From a cross I made in : : 7 7 
pape : —many repeat orders. Need acid soil, humus, mois- 
1945, I grew an unusual single red, 5 oe 
a ; age ture and part shade, but no cultivation. 

which I named “Startling”. Later I 
sent three tubers of this plant to the 


grown from seed or cross-pollination 
that is different from any other, it is 
your privilege (and fun) to choose a 





Size 1 — Single-stem These named species Size 2—Several-stem 
. . ° “ ° plants with a little : : a clumps balled & bur- 
Storrs Trial Gardens and won a certif- serth,cbeut 12 indies, “OVO VOU Ger a ta telSindes. Also Larger... 
‘ a " Hs | th canttae én: S4: chess geous bloom from enein. an Sh chew A limited number of 
icate of merit. It is tall, with wavy- oy mgpeapuen ey May to July. r= pytltionaly bath, hewwy comps, 
st. > . se ale ’ wt ° inches high. 
petalled blooms. It is also a big root (28) 168) a en qcbeiitaataaiedads 
maker and very dependable. One Kaimin Gieustaln towel packed 5 to box (your 
‘ é I ‘ . $12.00 $42.00 (Pink-white, June) $27.50 $100.00 ‘ 

° : ~ selection of varieties 
morning later, I was thrilled to find a Rhododendron ati ea 
ial i iil aaa hil 10.50 37.50 maximum (White, July) 27.50 100.00 osaet “rey 
ovely, golden, semi-cactus bloom en- 16.00 58.00 catawbiense (Rose, June) 35.00 122.00 lac ae 7 
tirely different from any I have ever 16.00 58.00 carolina (Pink, Moy) 35.00 122.00 $16.75 

* ‘ 12.00 42.00 Leucothoe (White, May) 27.50 100.00 


grown. Promptly, we named it “‘Long- 
; >: 99 SPECIAL OFFER A: 2 eoch of SPECIAL OFFER C: | each of 
meadow Pride”. Size 1, 10 plants, Postpaid . Size 2, 5 clumps, Postpoid 


Not all miniature dahlias, of course, SPECIAL OFFER B: 5 each of SPECIAL OFFER D: 5 each of 
| Size 1, 25 plants, Exp. not pd.... Size 2, 25 clumps, Exp. not pd.... $30.00 











. $9.25 


reproduce so rapidly. Since 1947 


have had but two roots each year from 
“Prima Donna”, a tawny and cream H a M LOC KS y 12 to 15 inches high, 
collarette which is a favorite with ( twice transplanted, 
6 
bushy. 


VISIROSS. (Entirely Nursery Grown) 


“a Reese ene | | 25 for $18 


Exciting miniature companions for 
these dahlias, since they bloom at the Quick-growing, handsome ever- 
greens. Grow in sun or shade. 
gladiolus. Growing on wiry stems with Hemlock makes the most beauti- 
Si pk S ful of all hedges. (Space 18 inches 
florets of all colors, ruffled, airy and apart in row). These trees are 
graceful, without staking they make a lusty 6-year-olds, ideal size for 

? : ; : safe shipping. Express on arrival 
picture in your garden impossible to ($1.50 to $2.00). 
resist. Because the baby dahlias are Larger quantities: 100 for $70. 1000 for $650. 
rounded in shape, the spiky contrast Smaller sizes (9 to 12 inch), same age (6 years), also twice 
of the glads gives style in your garden menpiestnds 25 tee G85, SOO fw SA8. 

- 5 } 5S Larger sizes (15 to 18 inch) 7 years 

and in flower arrangements. I plant field grown: 25 for $35, 100 for $130. 


same time, are the small flowered 








them in groups of seven or nine and 
they increase each year, a dividend “How and Why” catalogue FREE 
worth considering for your next year’s with each order or sent for 10¢ 
budget. For me, there is no trouble 
with thrips, for I spray with 5% DDT KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
when they are about six inches high. 

When frost-time arrives, out come Address Correspondence to Dept. H-12, Highlands, N. J. 
the strong cardboard cartons to be 
well lined with newspapers and la- 


belled as to color. After cutting down 
the dead foliage of the miniatures, I Go LIFETIME PLASTIC RS Fro. Buick 
allow the tubers to remain in the 
LIFETIME PLANT AND SHRUB MARKERS 


ground for a few weeks. Next I dig 


them gently, being care ful not to 8. Preferred by professional and amateur growers of 
shake all the earth from the roots. era) be indoor and outdoor plants and shrubs. Made of durable, 
Then I pack them closely in the boxes, hs heavy gauge, molded white plastic. Guaranteed to 

ES agi withstand all kinds of weather. Write on them with 


cover them with a sheet of heavy wax Regge f he. aaened 

paper or aluminum foil and store the ordinary pencil. Will not come o . Yet can be cleane 
; ae and re-used (a little scouring powder on a damp cloth). 

cartons in a cool vegetable or fruit 

Write today for free samples 


Per 100 Per 5 


A. 44" VERTICAL POT or BORDER STAKE d $1.25 5. 
8. 2” x 5’ HORIZONTAL POT or BORDER STAKE. . ° J $2.50 10. 
C. 6’ VERTICAL POT or BORDER STAKE..... soe d $2.00 9: 
o 7 
E 9 


cellar. I do not believe that the deli- 
cate and small tubers of the miniatures 
can be successfully wintered over in a 


warm cellar. ‘ 
. 2’ HORIZONTAL TIE on TAG.. eee “ $1.65 
. 3’ HORIZONTAL TIE on TAG $1. $2.00 
BERENICE T. BERRY GRO-QUICK ALSO MANUFACT WEED WAND—SEED SOER—LIFETIME PLANT TIES 
idiot a : ; Dept. H2, 10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Mich. 


Longmeadow, Mass. | c7 compact lila Gey.Tas) in Canada—C. A. Cruickshank, Toronto 12 
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1rH the coming of September, 

we drag our thoughts linger- 

ingly from vacation days and 
begin to grapple with more serious mat- 
ters. For gardeners and even those who 
simply “like the place to look well” this 
means an all-out attack on the grounds. 
Lawns shed their shagginess for clipped 
turf, trimmer shrubs emerge from the 
tangle, garden beds realize they have an 
edge, the loosened earth looks neat after 
weeds are banished and toppling plants 
are clipped or properly staked. The gar- 


den resumes a “‘back-to-business” ai 


Transplant Evergreens 

Now is just the time to transplant ever- 
greens, including those in the wrong places 
as well as the new ones you have wanted 
so long. Move “balled and bur- 
lapped” always. Give them good soil in 
large-sized holes, a substantial covering 
mulch and plenty of water, both when 


them 


planted and throughout the fall season 
until frozen ground prevents its intake by 
the roots. Have you been saving pennies 
for a high hedge? Try Thuja occidentalis 
nigra. It is upright-growing and satisfac- 
torily bushy for the purpose. Or maybe 
you want an all-year green spreader for 
the bank behind the The dark 
green, prostrate Juniperus chinensis sargenti 
is an excellent groundcover, also 7. hori- 
zontalis depressa plumosa which takes on a 
purplish tinge in the wintertime. 


house. 


Lawn-making 

Lawns, of course, come into their own 
during early fall. Summer-scarred ones 
revive and new ones germinate readily 
when the weather is cool and moist. For 
the latter you will need a growing base of 
combined weed-free loam, and well-rotted 
manure plus peat moss or some other or- 
ganic matter. Other ingredients for a 1,000 
square foot space include 20 to 39 pounds 
of complete chemical fertilizer, possibly 
some lime if your soil test says so — 50 
pounds of the hydrated kind or 75 pounds 
of the ground limestone. Raking and roll- 
ing of the area are in order before sowing 
at least four pounds of a good quality grass 
seed. For fuller directions on making a 
permanent lawn see page 417. 


Order Roses Early 

Order roses for planting in a couple of 
months, but prepare their beds richly for 
them now, so allowing leeway for the soil 
to settle adequately before planting time. 
Continue to dust and spray existing rose 
bushes regularly for good looks and sanita- 
tion. Take a moment to prune back too- 
long stems. When it comes to choosing 
varieties new to your garden, how about in- 
cluding a plant or two of Mabelle Stearns, 
the peach-pink ‘“‘dooryard that 
blooms so persistently all summer long? 
The singles are lovely, too — especially 
White Wings and the shell-pink Dainty 
Bess that has distinctive, red stamens. 


rose” 


Dividing Perennials 

If this has been the third to fifth year 
with your perennial border “‘as is,” you 
have already enjoyed its best effect. Get 
busy, therefore, at lifting, dividing and 
replanting the perennials in it — or better 
yet, remake the whole bed. This is an ex- 
cellent time for dividing most perennials, 
as phlox, shasta daisies, iris (if you haven't 
already done so), veronicas, columbines, 
delphiniums and peonies as well as any 
others past blooming. September’s warm, 
mellow soil will encourage strong roots. 


Bulbs, Tender and Hardy 


Tender bulbous plants and roots need 
to come in. Take up tigridias and tuberoses 
before frosts, but let the lighter frosts cf 
early fall help to ripen gladioli, cannas and 
dahlias before digging them — unless the 
weather is too cold and wet to offset the 
good of this wait. Take care to dry and 
clean these tubers before storing them in a 
cool, dry place. Hardy bulbs like narcissi 
should go into the ground right away, with 
tulips and others following from mid- 
September on. All of these need good drain- 
age with sufficient organic matter and 
food in their beds. Remember that 
shallow planting is apt to make tulips grow 
smaller faster than necessary each year: 
deeper planting — even eight 
more particularly in very light soils 
apparently helps them to remain larger 
longer, so deferring the inevitable “‘day of 


too- 


inches ot 


division” for the gardener. 


Naturalizing Bulbs 

Lovely effects can be had bv naturaliz- 
ing daffodils, scillas, crocus and grape hya- 
cinths. Casually toss a handful of bulbs to 
the ground and plant them where they fall 
at the margins of shrubberies, in woodland 
glades, or in unused stretches of lawn 
where grass uncut until late in the season 
will not be too objectionable. 


This and That 


Don’t forget to feed the shrubs on the 
place. Scratch the fertilizer into the soil 
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surface, then water it in. These woody 
plants also appreciate mulching for the 
winter. Make a note to use large amounts 
of fallen leaves this way. Water and stake 
chrysanthemums. ‘Take in tender water 
lilies from outdoor pools. Give privet 
hedges their final clipping of the season. 
Continue to remove flower seed heads as 
they develop. Yank out weeds everywhere 
before they scatter over the landscape. 
When cutting dahlias, slit the stems 


Fruit Notes 

Set out new raspberries and fruit trees 
(see the pertinent article by Dr. Slate in 
this issue) as soon as possible. Cut back 
runners of newly planted strawberries. 
And by all means plan to add some culti- 
vated blueberries to vour garden. Numbers 
of new varieties have mammoth fruits 
which are extremely handsome on _ the 
plants, besides tasting particularly luscious 

in addition to which the foliage of the 
shrubs themselves turns vibrantly bronze 


as fall days become snappy 


For Winter Window Gardens 

With an eye to candidates for the winter 
window garden, pot up some young annuals 
from the flower borders, especially those 
that haven't flowered yet. Bring them to 
the blooming point in their pots set in a 
protected airy spot outside somewhere be- 
fore moving them inside. ‘Take up some 
lemon verbena and rosemary 
and lift a trowelful 


herbs, too 
are always welcome 
of pufly parsley to decorate the windowsill 
and add attvactive zest to meals. Also, be- 
fore the ground freezes, dig a plant of 
dwarf hemerocallis, variegated funkia and 
maybe some forget-me-nots. Put these in 
pots and leave them in a coldframe or an 
unheated sun porch until the first of the 
year. Then give them warmth and water 
regularly to freshen their appearance and 
produce blossoms. Cut lengths of climbing 
nasturtiums to bloom indoors in water. 
Also snip sections of myrtle (Vinca minor) 
to make indoor window brackets pretty 
as the months roll into winter. 
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To Michigan Gardeners: 


We invite you to become members of our 
Society. With membership you receive a 
year's subscription to Horticulture \faga 
ticket to our Spring Flower 
Show, the use of our Garden Library of 
Michigan and other services throughout 


zine, a tree 


the year 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
Individual $3.00 
(after Oct. 1 $4.00) 


Dual (man and wife) : 5.00 


Garden Library of Michigan: 


tooks, leaf 


avail 


Materials from the Library 
lets, pamphlets and clippings are 
able to any one in the State through a 
membership in the Michigan Horticultural 
Society, library rat ot 


postage. 


, 
with a special 


In order to insure service to all 
patrons and keep our books circulating, a 
small fee (5« 


books unless renewed 


prompt 


a day) will be charged on 
PATRONS ARE ASKED 
TO PAY TOSTAGE BOTT WAYS 
aM, 
The White House, Belle Isle 
DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 
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Fruits, Flowers 
Vegetables 
House Plants 
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October 6 — 2 fo 9 p.m. 
October 7 — 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


October 8 — 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
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HORTICULTURAL HALL 


-Ad mission Free 
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Clippings from 


Course in Practical Gardening 

Due to the great interest in gardening 
shown by over-enrollment in the School 
of Applied Gardening given by the Gar- 
den Club Federation of Massachusetts at 
Sherborn, Massachusetts, with Mrs. Lucien 
B. ‘Taylor as instructor, the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society will offer a similar 
course at Horticultural Hall, Boston, on 
Wednesday afternoons, November 10, 17 
and 24 and December | and 8, irom 2-4 
P.M 

The Course in Practical Gardening will 
cover all the problems encountered by the 
amateur gardener, including soils, com- 
posting, propagation, potting, pests and 
diseases. An hour of lecturing will be fol- 
lowed by an hour of workshop participa- 


Mrs 


assisted by staff members of the Massachu- 


tion by the students Tavlor will be 


setts Horticultural Societv, the unlimited 
facilities of which will be available 
The fee for the five sessions will be $5.00 


for members of the Society and $7.50 for 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


non-members. If sufficient interest is 
shown, Mrs. Taylor will repeat the course 
in the evenings of the same days, from 7-9 
p.M. Enrollment will be limited to 20. 
Anyone interested in taking the course 
contact the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society, 300 Mass. Ave., Boston 
(Tel. Ken 6-9280) or Mrs. Lucien Taylor, 


Farm Street, Dover, Mass. (Dover 8-0131) 


may 


Oregon Mum Show 


Chrysanthemums will be featured in the 
6th Corvallis-Oregon Early Chrysanthe- 
mum Show and Field Day to be held at 
the Roosevelt School Auditorium, South 
14th St. on Western Ave., Corvallis, Ore., 
October 2-3. The Show will be open from 
1-9 p.m. on Oct. 2 and from 12 noon to 6 
p.m. on Oct. 3. The Field Day events will 
include visits to two private chrysanthe- 
mums gardens in Corvallis and to the ex- 
tensive chrvsanthemum testing and breed- 
ing grounds on the OSC: Lewis-Brown Ex- 
perimental Farm. 


Francis Meilland, French hybridizer of the rose Peace, holds the Jackson Dawson 
Medal for hybridization of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, presented by 
Harold S. Ross (left), Chairman of the Committee on Special Awards. Sidney 
Hutton (right) of the Conard-Pyle Co. introduced Peace into this country. 
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READERS’ 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


I have heard that it is possible to keep 
geraniums through the winter by hanging 
them upside down in the cellar. How is this 
done? 

Ihe practice of hanging geraniums in 
the cellar during the winter goes back to 
the days of dirt-floor cellars, which were 
both cool and moist. In the hot, dry, in- 
sulated cellars of our modern dwellings 
this is impossible. If you have an unheated 
room, even without much light, geraniums 
will keep well until spring. Temperatures 
should not go down to freezing. Since 
plants would be dormant, they would re- 


quire very little water. 
é é e 


What causes the lower leaves of tomato 
plants to curl? Plants are otherwise 
healthy. 

The curling of the lower leaves of toma- 
toes is characteristic of these plants and is 
caused by the fact that the leaves give ofl 
water during hot weather quicker than 
they can replace it. Some varieties also 
apparently do it more than others, but it 
should not be cause for alarm if plants are 
kept moist and in healthy condition. 


The leaves of my potted avocado or alli- 
gator pear wilt and turn brown. I keep it 
well watered, since if allowed to dry the 
entire plant wilts. Can you tell what is 
wrong? 

Of all house plants, avocado is among 
the most sensitive to over- or underwater- 
ing. If allowed to go dry it will wilt, as you 
say, and though it will recover, the leaves 
may turn brown at a later date. Even 
more important is not to overwater plants 
or let them stand in water. Avocado has 
fleshy roots which rot easily in too much 
moisture or water. Plants so affected will 
go limp, especially the newest leaves. It is 
important, therefore, to make certain that 
drainage is good and to rest pots on peb- 
bles or stones so that they will not stand in 
water that might remain in the container. 


How can I prevent cut dahlia blossoms 
from wilting in arrangements? 

Since dahlias have juicy stems, it is 
necessary to clog the end of the stems im- 
mediately after cutting in order to prevent 
the sap from running out. This can be done 
by searing the tips of the stems in the flame 
of a match stick or candle or by holding 
them in boiling hot water for a few min- 
Be careful not to let the steam from 
the water injure the blossoms, which may 


utes 


be protected with paper or cloth. 
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How can I protect daffodils from the 
narcissus bulb fly? 

Before planting, soak bulbs for 10 min- 
utes in a solution containing two-thirds of 
an ounce of a 25 per cent heptachlor to 
five gallons of water. This will give com- 
plete control. 


e e e 

I want to move two large firethorns 
(pyracantha) to another garden. Should 
it be done this fall? 

Firethorn is a difficult shrub to move at 
any time, especially if specimens are large, 
as yours are. Spring is the time to do it, 
being careful to lift plants with a sizable 
ball of earth. It is advisable to have profes- 


sional nurserymen move the plants, but if 


you want to do it yourself, employ the 
assistance of friends or neighbors. Dig only 
when the soil is moist, but not wet, and tie 
burlap or cloth around the balls of earth to 
prevent them from breaking in the moving 


proc Css, 
e ¢ @ 

How can I get rid of mushrooms on the 
lawn? 

Mushrooms can be discouraged by peri- 
odic cultivation and by drenching the 
areas with a solution of a copper fungicide 
Both Semesan and Fermate may be used 
to eliminate them. 


e e é 


I have trouble with my peonies which 
come up well in the spring until the stalks 
wilt and fall over on the ground. When I 
pull them up they are brown and rotten at 
ground level. What causes this condition, 
and what can I do to prevent it? 


[his is caused by stem-rot, a fungus 
which is found on other perennials. In the 
fall, cut the stalks close to ground and burn 
or destroy them. In the spring, start early 
to spray or dust with Fermate or Bordeaux 
mixture, directing the material at the base 
of the plants and the surface of the soil. 
More than one application may be needed. 
Badly infected plants should be dug up 


and destroyed. 


What is the secret for growing hoya or 
wax plant, especially for getting it to 
bloom? 

The old-fashioned house plant, hoya or 
wax plant, requires a rich, humusy soil, 
such as given begonias and African violets. 
One such mixture may consist of four parts 
good loam, four leafmold or peatmoss, two 
sand, two old or dried manure, with a 
teaspoon of bonemeal for each five-inch 
pot of mixture. During the fall and early 
winter, plants should be kept almost on the 
dry side and cool, at about 50-60 degrees. 
Ihen in the late winter and spring, give 
warmth and water and feed regularly. 
Flowers will appear in the 
“spurs’’, which should not be cut off as 
they will flower again. Partial shade is 
better than full sun, and avoid overpotting, 
as plants flower better when pot-bound. 


summer on 
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Lecture Guides 


This Directory of outstanding lecturers is presented to 
assist Program Chairmen in planning their Garden 
Club Programs 


ca o 
PATTY ATWOOD 


World Traveller and Photographer 





presents a travelogue in colored kodachromes 

— especially arranged for Garden Clubs 

“FLOWERS, FRUITS AND TREES 
FROM NEAR AND FAR” 


An unusual and fascinating compilation as 


photographed in 27 


countries 
Sagamore “Beach, . Massachusetts 


Tel. Sagamore 338) 








COLORED CHALK TALKS 


C'wo about Birds e Two about Gardens and Birds 
e Iwo about Plants, Insects, Animals, Birds « Pic 
tures made during a talk are yours to keep 
MISS GERTRUDE ALLEN 
59 Sims Road Wollaston 70, Mass. 
Tel.: Ranite 2-1244 











be available for 
Each 
lecture illustrated with 200 
List 


CHAUNCEY, 


and will 


ALICE 
CHAUNCEY 
Has Photographed 
FRENCH 
GARDENS 


this summer 


The Garden Insect ‘Parade 


Beautiful kodachromes and interesting 
lecture on six-legged foes and friends 
in vour garden. Write CHarLtes Wat- 
cott, 81 Sparks St., Cambridge 38, 


Massachusetts. 


lectures October Ist. 
Kodachrome - slides. 
from ALICE 
320 East 42nd Street, New 
York 17, N. Y. 











CHRISTMAS PROGRAM «A deco 
ration lecture, fully demonstrated, emphasizing the 
real meaning of Christmas. All properties furnished 
by speaker. 
GARDEN TALK @ Entertaining and CON- 
STRUCTIVE. (Mrs. Pease’s garden received an 
award for excellence of planning from The Mass 
Horticultural Society.) 
No slides in these programs 

FLORA GRAVES PEASE 
181 Warwick Road Melrose, Mass. 


The Merrys 


Christmas Decorations 
House Plants Chrysanthemums 
Daylilies Iris Perennials 
109 Brookside Rd., Needham 92, Mass. 
Tel. NE 3-2119 














ELEANOR BROADHEAD presents 


Wild Flowers of Paradise 
Valley on Mount Rainier 


Illustrated by brilliantly projected Kodachrome 
slides which include spectacular scenic shots, and 
accompanied by an informal and delightful com 
mentary replete with interesting facts and ex- 
traordinary myths, legends and superstitions, this 
is a program planned and presented for the en- 
joyment of those who love and appreciate flowers 


Send For Descriptive Circular 


Management: LORDLY & DAME 
80 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 

















Our Newest and Finest! 


BLUE GRASS FORMULA 


Contains the sensational new MERION Bive 
Grass (B-27), combined with Highland Bent 
and Creeping Red Fescue. This formula 
produces a thicker turf that stays green all 
summer and stands close mowing. Starts 
slowly, but once established will last in- 
definitely. Thrives under a wide variety of 
conditions. 


One pound covers three times the usual 
crea, thus it costs no more to seed with this 
new wonder mixture. 

1 Ib. $3.25 5 ibs. $15.75 10 Ibs. $30.00 


For those desiring Straight Merion Bive 
Grass (B-27) we offer it at $7.50 per 
ib., $35.00 per 5 Ibs. 


New 1954 Fall Bulb Catalogue in color 
Now Available. Do you have a copy? 


BURNETT BROS. INC. 
(Established 1905) 
92 Ch-mbers St. New York 7, N. Y. 
Phones: BArciey 7-6138 and 7829 


BLACK MAGIC 


is known by the mM 
plants it keeps! 





COURTESY OF 
ROY F. WILCOX CO 
iA ~> 
> Guaranteed by 


Insist upon BLACK MAGIC 

for your African Violets 
You'll have no trouble making your 
African Violets bloom if you trans- 
plant them into Black Magic special 
mix and feed regularly with Black 
Magic Blossom Booster. 

If your dealer is not supplied 
send $1.35 for ppd. combination kit. 
No C.O.D.’s el 
FREE! Send stamped self-addressed envelope 
for pamphlet on Black Magic and indoor 





| sizes do not 


PARKS-BARNES, INC., P.O. BOX 245-H 
Hermosa Beach, California 


| Fruit in the Garden 
From page 408 


the best bet. Also currants and goose- 
berries should be in every garden, be- 
sides raspberries in July. 

Peaches and plums are small trees 
and easy to spray. The dwarf apples 
are worth and are small 
enough to spray easily. Pears make 
large trees, and often thrive under 
neglect. Sweet cherries eventually get 
too large to without power 
equipment. In good cherry country, 
they to have, but the 
worms and brown be con- 
trolled or the cherries will be fit only 


growing 


spray 


are desirable 
rot must 
for the birds. 

What varieties should be planted? 
The experiment stations issue lists of 
reliable varieties for each state. These 
should be consulted and followed. Ad- 
vertising should the 
varieties may not be suitable and the 


be ignored as 
descriptions are usually, but not al- 
ways, meaningless. 

Where should plants be purchased? 
They should be bought from special- 
ists. Some nurseries specialize in straw- 
berries, others in grapes, while others 
are tree fruit specialists. Nearby grow- 
ers may be good sources, but plants 
from afar are good if properly handled 
by the grower and planter. Informa- 
tion about nurseries may be had from 
fruit growers and farm bureaus. 

Sizes To Plant 

What sizes should be planted? With 
the red raspberries and blackberries, 
one year or sucker plants are better 
than the two-year plants. Black and 
purple raspberries come in tip plants 
or two-year plants. Farmers use the 
tip plants, but for shipment the two- 
year may be better. Two-year blue- 
berries, one-year grapes and one- or 
two-year tree fruits in the largest grade 
should be used. Older, or the so-called 
bearing-age plants, are often nursery 
culls and should be avoided. Larger 
move well and take so 
long to become established that the 


smaller sizes are much to be preferred. 


Too often the beginner wants fruit in a 


for QUICK SHADE plant 
a MORAINE LOCUST 


«PLANT PATENT 836) 
Graceful, new, fast-growing 
Moraine Locust shade tree is 
thornless, seedless, hardy. Lawn 
grass grows luxuriantly beneath 
its light, lacy shade. 

See your local nurseryman or 
write us for illustrated folder 


The Siebenthaler Company 


landscape Nurserymen since 1870 


3001 Catalpa Drive + Dayton 5, Ohio 
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hurry and this impatience is catered to 
by the unscrupulous nurseryman and 
his advertising copy writer. If fruit is 
wanted before the plants are old 
enough to produce it without reducing 
growth, it should be purchased. Good 
growth and not fruit should be sought 
until the plants reach bearing-age. 

If the small apple trees are wanted, 
the purchaser should specify Malling 
IX rootstock and the varieties desired. 
Trees on Malling VII are somewhat 


GOOD NEWS FOR GARDENERS 


..helps you get professional results 


@ Repairs old lawns 

@ Makes new lawns 

®@ Builds soil humus 

@ Makes compost 

e Weeds and feeds asparagus 


Available in 10, 25 and 50-pound 
bags. Ask for free leaflet. 


? . 
AMERICAA OT COMPANY 
New York 20, N.Y. 


For tallest, strongest spikes and 

biggest double flowers next spring, 

sow Burpee Steeplechase Larkspur 

seeds soon! They stand both cold weather and 

summer heat, so will bloom longer. Fall’s the 

best time to plant larkspur. To try in your gar- 

den we'll mail this 25e-Pkt. of Seeds FREE, alli 

colors mixed, with easy directions; just send 
stamp for postage—and Write Today! 

(You'll also get Burpee's 1955 Seed Catalog) 
BURPEE CO., 256 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


COMPOST 


50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 


Burkleigh Compost Activator is entirely natural; 
organic. Makes sweet, earthy compost from leaves, grass 
clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, sawdust, manures if 
available. A little does much. Keeps full strength until used. 

Send only $1. for enough to activate up to two tons, 
plus complete instructions including “SECRETS OF 
SAWDUST" and special 32-page booklet, *“*“GARDEN- 
ING IN GOD'S WAY." 

ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 
BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 307, Towson, Md. 


We pay delivery 





Book Manuscripts Invited 


If you are looking for a publisher send for our free, 
illustrated booklet titled To the Author in Search of 
a Publisher. It tells how we can publish, promote 
and distribute your book, as we have done for hun- 
dreds of other writers. All subjects considered. New 
authors welcomed 
Write today for Booklet HO. It's free 
VANTAGE PRESS, 120 W. 3ist St., New York I 
InCalifornia: 6253 Hollywood Blod., Hollywood 28 














GROW 


RC AT HOME 
's mest thrilling hobby — profitable home business. 

: Single Orchid plant may Ce into many-each as 
valuable as the first. Succ home you 
ise forseous Comeyet, Cymbidiums, Epiden- 

drums, on living-room table. Big-profit orders come 

neighbors, florists, etc. — Illustrated 
ple “show-how” language - 

need to start - for 

NO MONEY. Write today. 

Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


HORTICULTURE 





larger, but better anchored than those 
on Malling IX. 

When should the plants be planted? 
Nearly all fruits may be planted in the 
fall in regions no colder than central 
New York. Where peaches are winter- 
hardy, fall planting is usually safe and 
it has the advantage of getting the job 
done when the ground is in good con- 
dition. Fall-set plants are freshly dug 
and have not spent the winter in a 
nursery cellar. Furthermore, they get 
off to a good early start in the spring. 

Fall-set plants require protection 
against being lifted partly or com- 
pletely out of the ground by frost ac- 
tion from alternate freezing and 
thawing when there is no snow cover. 
For strawberries set in late October or 
November, a shovelful of sawdust or 
shavings over the plant to a depth of at 
least two inches will provide adequate 
protection. Otherwise, straw, marsh 
hay or pine needles are suitable winter 
mulches for newly-set strawberries. In 
the spring the mulch is removed. 

The other small fruits, grapes and 
tree fruits should have the soil mounded 
up around the stem to a depth of sev- 
eral inches before winter sets in to pro- 
tect them from heaving. In the spring 
the soil mound is levelled. 


Plant in the Fall 


Plants for fall planting should be 
immediately, but delivery 
should not be expected until late 
October or November after the plants 
have lost their leaves and the nursery- 
man has had time to dig them. Fall 
planting may be done at any time 


ordered 


before the ground freezes. 

Strawberries are set with a spade 
which is inserted vertically in the soil, 
pulled forward and the plant tucked 
in behind the spade with the roots 
spread out fan-shaped. A_ trowel 
works all right in a loose soil. The 
crown should be level with the surface 
of the soil and the soil packed firmly 
about the roots by stepping on it as 
the spade is removed. 

Red raspberries may be planted be- 
hind the spade, but a hole must be 
dug for the other fruits. It should be 
large enough to accommodate the 
roots without bending them unduly 
and deep enough so that the plant is 
slightly deeper than it stood in the 
nursery. 

The topsoil, or the first six or eight 
inches, is kept separate from the sub- 
soil when digging the hole and used to 
fill in the hole when planting the tree. 
Better yet, in the case of heavy soils, 


See page 14? 
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flower the first season. 
3 PLANTS for only $ 3.30 
5 PLANTS for only $ 5.10 
10 PLANTS for only $ 9.65 
25 PLANTS for only $21.25 


ALL SENT POSTPAID 


We ship out only New England Grown 2 year old 
Christmas Rose plants of top quality that will 


MARINUS VANDER POL 


757 WASHINGTON STREET, FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS YyeCOr. 





And Now ... 


THE 
CHRISTMAS 
ROSE 


Helleborus Niger 


The best time to plant 
the Christmas Rose is 
during September, Oc- 
tober, or November. 
During these months 
growth is active and 
the roots will take hold 
easily. 

The flowers are ex- 
cellent for arranging 
with other seasonal 
flowers. By potting our 
New England grown 
Christmas Rose plants 
into large containers they can 
be brought indoors during De- 
cember and forced in a cool 
room as a house plant for 
Christmas decoration. 

The native grown Christmas 
Rose is a plant that will please 
you and your friends year after 








Aluminum 


‘‘ialdor 


Since 1946 — THE BEST GREENHOUSES 
AVAILABLE — ANYWHERE! 





Greenhouses 


YEARS of pleasure and profit if you wish 
with a superb greenhouse that is really inex 
pensive! Easily erected easily extended all 
styles and sizes home and commercial models 
\ lovely and permanent improvement to the 
home grounds 

Write for illustrated brochure No. 1 87 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1809 Salem, Massachusetts 





ANYONE CAN MAKE COMPOST— 
NOW anytime; anywhere EASILY! 


Don’t burn leaves — or throw away a single coffee 
ground or kitchen scrap. Turn it all into rich topsoil 
quickly this easy way; right in the garden if you wish! 


Composting once was tedious and time-consum 
ing work. Now, with ActivO, you can turn all 
kinds offvegetable and animal wastes into rich 
soil-builder in the garden any month of the year 
no heap necessary) . . 
handy cabinet like cartooned at left 

for building cabinet given rem 
with ActivO sizes @ 
Rush postcard to Bensen- 


Plans 
FREE 


$29.95. 
M 4 


or continually in a 


2.79 to 


for com- 





t) 
plete free details, and phone your 
dealer now. Best trial size, 
2 tons waste, only $5.95, postpaid. 


BRECK’S, 401 SUMMER ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


A eA A A Tl Fo 


Make compost right in the garden, or in 
@ handy cabinet like this 


No. 20, for 
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FALL SPECIALS of OUTSTANDING 
AFRICAN VIOLETS and 
EPISCIAS 


Grown for You at 


TINARI'S GREENHOUSES 


Tinari'’s All-Star Fall Introductions 
Florentine — Large exotic airy blue 
blossom $1.50 each 
Valencia — Airy lacy soft lav 
each 
Wild Gel 
flower 
White Lac 


fringed 


* 
* 
7 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
” 
* 


blue flower $1.25 


Grotei seedling trailing type, blue 
fancy deeply cut girl leaf. $1.25 each 
Pure white cupped fringed blos 

som. Amazon type fringed leaf. $1.00 each 
Frotic New Collector Varieties $1.25 each 
( lementine White frilled blossom, girl leaf 
imason Red King Large wine red flower 
Immense pale blue blossom 
Mauve orchid frilled blossom 

White Madonna Double white. girl leaf 
Lower Fall Prices on Recent Introductions 
$1.00 each 

imason Sunrise Immense red lay 
imason Violet Beauty Huge orchid blossom 
Frilled Du Pont Lacy lav. bi-color 
Pansy Blue with wide white edge 
Pink Wonder New large deep pink 
Ruby Girl Red bronze foliage, bi-colored red 

lav. flower 
Ru fled Queen Large leaf and flower ot bur 
gundy red, very fringed 
ular Varieties of I esting, Be pauty 75c each 
*hiladelphia Belle Girl semi-double 
white with blue tints 
America Large blue flower 
\oure Beau Double white, blue variegatior 
Black Fringe Deep purple fringed flower 
Blue Charm Variegated blue and white 
Blue Anigh Large purple blue 
Dark Beauty Double white, dark 


Po 


blue arse 


white, rose tinted 
Double white, fringed 


Double 
ouble Fringed White 


freckled and striped 
markings 


blue 
Whit 


eaf, green 


te flower, wine la edging 


Wh 

Large bi-colored red lav 

nusual girl leaf, double purple 
leat wine red 


“Helen Wil o { 
Wilson Bouquet Girl 
I Copper green heavily ruffled leaf 
mi blue flower 
1 Ivory whut green leaf with red 


Geneva Supreme Large purple with 


uque Good navy purple double. 

plant type 

Velvety purple 
Cream colored fr 


imen 
Neplune 

Ohwo Bride 
tringed leaf 

Painted Girl Girl leaf, white 
and edged with wine 
"ink Altraction Lar 
"snk Cheer Bright 
red back 

ink Luster I 
green leaf 

"ink Shocking Vivid 
rounded leaf 

Purity Pure white double 

Purple Girl Girl leaf, purple blossom 

Red King Rich violet red 

Rutled Beauty Girl foliage 
usual coloring. Lav. flower 

Ruby Bouquet Vivid ruby wine 

Sailor Girl Girl leat, med. blue 

Delight Girl leaf, double med 

‘lum Girl Pium red, white edge, 


Spec 


nged flower, 


flowers steaked 


ge rounded deep pink 
pink, dark foliage with 
seashell dark 


uscious pink, 


bright dark 


pink, 


type with un 


double 


blue 
girl 


red variety, green bronze leaf 
Large white flower 
White flowers streaked 
blue, girl leaf 
Twligh hite with blue markings 
Velvet Girl Pansy like wine red 
flowers, girl leaf 
Wine V elves Lush intense wine red 
Beginner Varieties 50c each 
Mue Eyes, Double Orchid, Jessie 
Brilliant Red Flowering Episcia Varieties 
75c eac 
Coccinea 


Lav 
Snow Prince 
Star Gurl and edged 
with med 


bi-color 


Lilacena Silver Sheen 
S plenden sridifolia 


« were 2 J 
Exotic New Large Blue Flowering Episcia 


Varieties 
piscia Lilacina, bronze leaf $1.25 each 
E pisciaLilacina, Variegated leaf (Fanny Haage 


$1.50 each 





Due to high postal rates we are forced to 
charge stage on orders as follows 
Orders $5.00 or under add 45c, 
over $3.00, please add 65c 


orders 








ts shipped from our greenhouses are of 

qualit y stock at lowest possible prices. (No 

postage costs.) 100 named varieties ready 

r t r No waiting. All plants are well 

esti sblishe« lin 2 lay pots, plants 3” to 5” high 

Healthy clean stock, many plants in bud and 

bloom. Order early while ideal weather conditions 

prevail. We welcome you to visit our green houses 
open daily and Sunday afternoon 


FREE FALL CATALOG MAILED ON REQUEST 





FREE OFFER This coupon entitles you 
to one free Episcia or African Violet (our 
choice of variety) with any $10.00 mail order 
received before Nov. 15. Please check item 
desired 

O African Violet 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 
Dept. H BETHAYRES, PA. 
Sa hohehohehohshehehehehehehehehohehohohehahed. ti 
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| How To Grow Episcias 
From page 413 


lights. Bleaching of foliage will tell you 
when to move them further away. 

In captivity, episcias do not seed freely, 
even though hand-pollinated. There are, 
however, at least two dealers who now list 
episcia seed. If you want to try growing 
seed, sprinkle the seed on 
vermiculite or shredded 


them from 
moistened sand, 
sphagnum moss. Cover the container with 

wax paper foil. 
facilitate germination, 
If you need to add 


ventilated or 


heat will 


a_ glass, 
Bottom 
but it is not necessary. 
water before the little plants show, do so 
with an eye dropper or teaspoon. When 
the plants have four good leaves, trans- 
plant to two-inch pots of any of the grow- 
ing mixtures mentioned. 

I generally fertilize 
organic or soluble fertilizer every 
week. Please do expect the 
measure of bloom from episcias as you do 
from African violets. Episcias are normally, 
once-a-year bloomers. Sometimes, though, 
older plants will flower over a period of 
two or three months 

Episcias are happiest in warm, but not 
Temperatures below 55 cause 


with 
other 
same 


episcias an 


not 


arid rooms 
them to collapse. Given some extra hu- 
midity, they are content in the average 
70 to 75 degree home. If you have potted 
them clay pots, try then, to provide 
humidity by setting them on sand-filled 
inside another pot which is 
moistened sphagnum 
in the other types of containers 
suffer less in arid rooms. 


Saucers or 


with moss. 


lined 


T hose 


Some Common Pests 


Rare, indeed, is the house plant which 
is not subject to some pest or ailment. 
\nd episcias are no exceptions. Their arch 
enemies are red spiders, thrips and cyc- 
lamen mites. Spiders cause leaf tips to 
brown and curl; thrips leave silvery scars 
on the leaf Eradicate both 
pests with a bomb-type spray. 

Mites appear most often when soil has 
not been properly sterilized. You will 
know they are present when center episcia 
leaves take on a gnarled appearance. If 
the damage is not too far advanced, save 
the plant this way: clip out the affected 
leaves, spray the plant with Dimite and 
then give the soil a watering with sodium 
Although this chemical 
pur- 


undersides. 


selenate solution. 
is highly 
chased in capsules for safe home use. 

too, 


poisonous, it can now be 


Episcias are sometimes subject, to 
dry stem rot. If you notice it in the early 
stages (plant will appear limp and dry 
even though the soil is wet), just clip the 
episcia off above the affected part, dust 
the clipping with Fermate and reroot it. 
The older plants sometimes shed lower 
leaves and, if not taken care of, they soon 
become ungainly. Here’s my recipe for 
handling them. In late July, before they 
lose older leaves, I clip from the plants a 
stolons and them. In 
I snip and root all of the 


number of root 


| early September 
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THE EASIEST WAY 


to kill insects in a 


HOBBY GREENHOUSE! 
PARATHION 


S-M-O-K-E 


in the 
Fulex Parathion Fumigator 

(the less hazardous way to use Paraihion 
Parathion Is Best for Most Insects 
Now used by more than 3,000 greenhouse 
operators, both hobbyist and commer 
cial, on orchids, African violets, and other 
greenhouse ornamentals 


Free literature, prices 


FULLER SYSTEM, INC. + WOBURN, MASS. 





Simply light 


with sparkler 
write Dept. 





SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES 
PERFECT GARDEN LABELS 


Lead pencil markings 
permanent 

Really reliable. Millions 
in satisfactory use. Beau- 
tiful gray-green color 
blends with garden picture. 

Five Styles: tor Border, 
Rock Garden, Show Gar- 
den also Tie-on and Pot 
Labels. 

HOWARD HAMMITT 
13 Lewis St., Hartford 3, Conn. 
DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 


Special offer, strong bushy field-grown double 
blooms, l-each; white, pink and red, named for 


$19.95. Also 3— different varieties of the yellow 
Lutea hybrids, named for $25.00. 


OBERLIN PEONY GARDENS 
Dept. H SINKING SPRINGS, PENNA. 


TREE WORK 
Pruning Spraying 


Big Tree Moving 
Satisfactory work at a reasonable cost. 


WHITE & FRANKE, INC. 


AS 7-4204-4205 BROOKLINE, MASS. 


























IRISES 


POPPIES 


PEONIES e 


BULBS e« DAY LILIES e 


Colorful Catal Free 
Early orders advised 
WASSENBERG GARDENS 
4/2 Miles E. on U.S. 30, “The Peony City” 
VAN WERT, OHIO 





PRIZES FOR GARDEN CLUB 
YEAR BOOKS 


HorticULTurRE offers a first prize of $50 
for the best 1953-54 year book submitted 
by a garden club. It offers a second prize of 
$25, a third prize of $10 and three addi- 
tional prizes of $5 each. This competition 
is restricted to individual clubs. It does not 
apply to federations. The judges will con- 
sider each year book submitted from all 
angles. A club with a small year book will 
not be discriminated against. Garden 
clubs which received prizes in 1953 will not 
be permitted to make entries in the 1954 
Competition. Year books to be entered in 
this competition must reach the office of 
HorticuttureE, 300 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue, Boston 15, Massachusetts, on or 
before October 1, 1954. 








MRS. ROBERT BARTON’S 


GARDEN SHOP '3,4,bOxFELY 
75 Granite Street-—Of Route 140 
FOXBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Unusual containers in alabaster and old metals. 
Lead and Stone garden accessories. Write 
catalog. Tel. Foxboro 498 











HORTICULTURE 





remaining stolons and the central plant 
stalk with its heavy foliage. I place the 
shorn plant in a convalescent ward — a 
covered The the 
terrarium suits the episcia and within a 
month it begins to put out silken leaves 
and is once more on its merry way. 


terrarium moist air of 


There are about 30 species of episcias, 
six and their variations 
One southern dealer 
episcia sports. There 


but only five 
market. 


OI 
are on the 
lists also a few 
some more episcias listed in catalogs, but 
these are the ones I’ve preference for: 

E.. CHocoL_ate SoipierR: A newcomer 
welcome addition to any 


chocolate-brown 


most 
garden. 
high-lighted by silver midribs 


and a 
indoor Glossy, 
leaves are 
The flowers are scarlet. 

E. chontalensis. Its dark green and bronze 
leaves are the smallest of any episcia in 
cultivation. EF. chontalensis does not grow 
individual stolons; the plant is a 
late fall, winter, it 
shows pale blue, fringed flowers. 
Often listed as F. 
purchased 


whole 


trailer. In or early 


E. coccinea. Sulgida, it 


can sometimes be at plant 
counters or local nurseries. Its dark bronze, 
pebbly leaves are decorated with bright 
Flowers are bright red. 


chartreuse veins. 


Some Other Kinds 
E. cupreata. 


hanging basket, 
to a T. It’s a fast grower and has bronze 
leaves which metallic blue 
The with 


throats. 


If you want a plant for a 
this episcia will suit you 
show a cast. 


flowers are scarlet, yellow 

FE. cupreata var. Silver Sheen 
silver-leaved beauty in a pale blue or pink 
container and you will provoke sighs of 
from your gardening friends. The 
heavily haired, edged 
The flowers, whose colors 


envy 


leaves, rather are 


with terra cotta. 
with light conditions, 


vary considerably 


are salmon, or a combination of yellow 
and orange 


Em scia ¢ upreata 


glossy-leaved plant is perhaps the 


var. viridifolia. This ro- 
bust, 
best bloomer of all episcias. 
red flowers start appearing in late Decem- 
ber and blooming is occasionally 
longed until late March. 


Episca Kitty. Although 


pro- 


one of my favorites as far as coloring goes, | 


I must confess that it is, for me, the most 
difficult of all episicias to raise 
specimen plant. But the _ hairy, 
leaves, richly patterned with lilac, com- 
pensate for the time I spend growing it. 


The flowers, does flower!) 


into a 
bronze 


too (when it 
are red. 

E. lilacina var. 
green-patterned, 
pretty setting for its blue flowers. 

Episcia splendens. Here’s a strong grower, 


Mrs. Fanny Haage. The 


bronze leaves make a 


with emerald-green leaves, which are shot | 


with silver. Its flowers are red. 
Nautilocalyx bullatus. This plant is closely 
related to the episcias and is generally 


listed as Episcia tessellata. It’s an upright | 


grower, with bubbly-textured, bronze 
leaves, but it does not send out stolons. 
The flowers on this plant are pale yellow. 
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are | 


Plant this | 


The dazzling | 


this plant is | 


co VIOLET for youl 


FREE with any $5 purchase. Selections from the list below. 


SILVER LINING—Blue Db. Geneva 
EDNA FISCHER—Red Db. Geneva.... 
MINUET— 
STARGLOW — \ 
SEA SHELL—Giant Mauve. in So, 
SILHOUETTE — Blue Fringed- Miata re 
CHRISTMAS STAR—Blue, white tu-to 
ECLIPSE —Red Fringed-Geneva.... 


FANCY FRANCES 
BLUE BUTTERCUP 


OmmaZrwrrcda 


Orders over $6 postpaid—vunder 
add 25¢ per plant—no C.0.D. 


"America’s Finest African Violets” 


Pansy-like blue 


$2.50 
$2.50 
$2.00 

$2.0 

$1.50 
$2.00 
$2.00 
$2.00 
$1.50 


Mauve Fringed. 


White hinaed. 


Novelty light blue 


Our lovely color folder 


free on request 


uscher Greenhouses 


Dept. H, Linwood, N. J. 
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COLPRIT’S 


“Where re 


: oe Saw the Chrysanthemums”’ 
NEW ENGLAND'S MOST 


COLORFUL CHRYSANTHEMUM DISPLAY 


NURSERY 


September 25th to October 25th 
Between Dover and Durham, N. H 


¢ Route 108 





OUSE PLANTS | 


Rare Begonias, Fancy-leaf Geraniums, 
Orchids, Crossandra, Eucharis, etc. 
Illustrated catalog on request. 

PEARCE SEED CO. 


Dept. B Moorestown, N. J. 





Imported—Swedish 
1 BALE $4.00 «© 5 BALES $1750 + 10 BALES $32.50 
DELIVERED IN PHILADELPHIA & VICINITY 
Ask for complete price list 


E. L. SHUTE & CO. UNELEXINGTON 


PENNSYLVANIA 











ACT NOW! ELIMINATE 
MANY OF THE PESTS 
THAT WILL ATTACK YOUR 
GARDEN THIS FALL 
AND NEXT SPRING... 


Soon, many insect pests in your garden will 
be going underground — preparing for 
another stage in their life cycle . . . a stage 
in which the root system of your plants will 
suffer just as leaf and bloom suffer through 
the summer. Now is the time to kill the 
grubs and larvae of these insect pests with 
the underground gas of amazing FUMI-SOIL 
Capsules. 


HOW FUMI-SOIL CAPSULES WORK 


The FUMI-SOIL Capsules containing pure 
Ethylene Dibromide, rupture in the ground 
and release a slowly diffused underground 
gas that has been proved 100% effective 
against ants, grubs, larvae, borers, wire- 
worms and nematodes. By acting now and 
attacking the insect enemies of your plants 
in the soil—where they live and bre 

you can be assured of pest-free soil for Fall 
and Spring gardening. FUMI- SOIL Capsules 
may be used in treatment of growing plants. 


USE AMAZING 


Actual Size 
of Capsules 


WINTER CARE OF PLANTS WITH FUMI-SOIL CAPSULES 
Safe, easy-to-use FUMI-SOIL Capsules pro- 
vide guaranteed soil fumigation in hot-beds 
to safeguard the fragile health of seedlings. 
And for greenhouse use, FUMI-SOIL Cap- 
sules provide the simplest method of soil 
care without requiring expensive and dan- 
gerous equipment. Inside the home, potting 
soil can be made insect free with FUMI- 
SOIL Capsules. Write for free circular or 
use handy coupon. 

Cc lated Chemicals, Inc., Dept. H-5 
2109 Book Tower, Detroit ‘26, Mich. 
Enclosed is $_ Please send me 
Fumi-Soil Capsules by prepaid mail, (No 
COD’s please) 

[] 24—$1.00 [] 100-$2.75 [7] 200—$4.50 


Name - sonra — . 
Address 
City. 





‘Cant Reilaieien, 


Zone__. State 





etirement Income froma Greenhouse 


Cornelius Ackerson, Keyport, New Jersey 


ORE AND MORE people are re- 
tiring today on a pension or 
under social security, but in- 
find it necessary to find 


their leisure 


variably they 
some activity 


In many cases, they are seeking 


to occupy 
time 
a way to supplement their retirement 
income. For those who enjoy garden- 
ing, a greenhouse is an ideal solution. 
Yet, a green thumb and a greenhouse 
do not necessarily guarantee a sizable 
income 


Most 


purchase a glass structure measuring 


amateur greenhouse owners 


from 10 to 15 feet wide and from 10 to 


30 feet in length. Such a structure, if 


used only to plants, will not 
generally provide much supplemental 


grow 


income unless you are the exceptional 
person who can build up a specialty 
line, such as African violets or unusual 
house plants. Income depends on 
turnover, and I think the following 


illustration will demonstrate this point 


A Few Examples 

Let's take a three by six foot bench 
irea with an equivalent area in an 
For 
1S possible to purchase 20 12- by 24- 
inch flats and packages of tomato and 
eggplant seeds. If the tomato seeds are 
March and the egg- 
plant seeds several weeks later, it will 
he possible to flat up the 
plants in April with 48 plants to a 
flat. Nine flats will use up the three by 
six foot bench space. By the time the 
eggplant seedlings are ready to trans- 


outside coldframe five dollars it 


started in early 


tomato 


plant, the tomato plants can be moved 
to the coldframe. The nine flats of 
eggplants will now occupy the bench 


space and, in a few weeks, 18 flats of 


plants will be ready to sell either to 
eager home gardeners who will, vou 
hope, beat a path to your door, or you 
may end up by selling flats and all to a 
florist for about two dollars per flat. 
After with 


bench and coldframe space tied up, 


three months of effort 
you end up with a gross profit of about 
dollars. A 700 per cent return is 
very gratifying indeed but, in order 
to make such an operation provide a 
real income, it would be necessary to 


forty 


use a much larger space and a less 


costly glass structure 
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The same space, on the other hand, 
can provide a much higher actual in- 
with a very much lower 
percentage return. The three by six 
foot bench area will accommodate 
approximately 600 of the two- by two- 


come even 


inch plant bands that are made of 


wood veneer and are open top and 
bottom. Chrysanthemum cuttings can 
be ordered from a wholesale grower at 
about six dollars per hundred and can 
be scheduled for shipment every week, 
Of course, 
before 


starting about April 15. 
arrangements must be made 
hand with garden centers and seed 
stores so that you can make weekly 
deliveries to them during their busy 
spring season. The first lot of cuttings 
can be potted in the bands and placed 
on moist sand in the bench. When the 
arrives, the benched 


second batch 


plants can be moved to the coldframe 


and deliveries can be made from there. 
From my experience there will be a 
six week period, starting May 1, when 
home owners are busy getting flower 
gardens under way and good healthy 
looking plants sell very quickly. The 
weekly cost for plants, postage and 
plant bands will be about forty dollars 
and you should have no difficulty in 
disposing of your plants at 15 cents 
apiece, so that your net profit is fifty 
dollars per week for six weeks. Even if 
the retailer of your plants makes 100 
per cent profit, the cost to the home 
gardener is still reasonable. This is but 
one illustration of how a rapid turn- 
over can make a greenhouse pay. 


Summer Improvement 


[he summer months are slow, as 
any commercial florist will tell you, so 
chances to make an income from a 
home greenhouse are limited. This is 
the time, however, to paint and repair 
and to make any improvements that 
occurred to you during the winter. 
You can make provision for a wel- 
comed income around Christmas by 
making up decorations from blocks of 
plastic snow, to be sold to florists in 
December, or you can make hoops of 
willow which, by adding sprigs of 
holly in November, can be quickly 
made into Christmas wreaths. It will 
be necessary to work up an acquaint- 


ance with 10 or 15 of the florists in 
your area to whom you can sell not 
only such items as Christmas wreaths, 
but also house plants, potted bulbs 
and items which they can purchase 
easier from you than elsewhere. 
Shortly after Labor Day, the market 
for house plants and dish gardens im- 
proves and, by using the rapid turn- 
over principle again, you can build up 
a business in dish gardens without 
tying up much bench space. Collec- 
tions of cacti and succulents can be 
purchased from west coast wholesalers 
at prices ranging from three to five 
dollars per hundred plants. Three to 
five of these plants in an attractive 
pottery dish, with several pottery 
figures and a little colored sand, will 
make an attractive item that should 
net one dollar apiece. Shipment of 
plants becomes risky during the coldest 
months of the year, so it is wise to stop 
ordering plants by December. 


Flowers From Bulbs 


Some of the flowering bulbs are an 
excellent means of providing winter 
without tying up valuable 
bench space very long 
half of the time they spend in your 
greenhouse, they can be kept under the 
bench. Of the tender bulbs, amaryllis 
make attractive pot plants that are 
easy to sell to florists during the win- 
ter. It is about as foolproof as a flower 
can be, for the flower buds are already 
formed within the bulb when you re- 


income 
because, for 


ceive it. 

Amaryllis bulbs are sold by size of 
bulbs, the smallest ranging from two 
and one-half to two and three-fourths 
inches in diameter and in mixed colors 
from white through pink to red. These 
sell for about $25 per 100. The largest 
bulbs run from three and one-half 
inches to four inches and sell for about 
$45 per 100. They are well worth the 
extra cost, however, for they will have 
two or even three stalks with three or 
four flowers to each stalk. When these 
plants are ready to sell they will be 

See page 442 
— 
This attractive corner of a small home 


greenhouse shows the wide variety of 
plants that can be grown in a small space. 
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African Violets by the Dozen 


N OUTSTANDING Collection of African 
violets is possible to all who 
delight in these cheerful, clean 

little plants, since they are easily 
grown from leaf cuttings if one 
has a gentle hand. Buy some starter 
plants of the finest selection obtainable, 
then widen your variety by leaf ex- 
change with other fanciers and by 
purchase of new kinds which appeal to 
you as your enthusiasm grows. 

Colors are legion. There are literally 
hundreds of names, but many of them 
differ only slightly, so this list will 
serve as a starting point. 


Blue Boy: a single blossom, blue, with 
foliage somewhat commonplace. 
Round leaves, not over-large. 

Blue Girl: same as Blue Boy as to flower, 
but the leaves have a pale green, al- 
most whitish, spot in the heart. Edge 
of leaf is well-scalloped. 

Fantasy: flowers speckled with lavender. 

Saintpaulia ionantha: smaller, lighter 
blue flower, large leaves on long, red- 
dish stems. Backs of leaves are stained 
with red. 

Orchid Flute: orchid flower, 
somewhat fluted. 

Pink Beauty: blossom pink, single. 

Redhead: single red, or as nearly red 
as is obtainable. 

White Fringette: single white, not over- 
large flowers with fringed petals and 
leaves which double back sharply at 
the edges. 


leaves 


Propagation by leaf cuttings in wa- 
ter provides one of the quickest ways 
of growing African violets, requiring 
only six to eight months depending on 
conditions. Use a separate glass of 
water for each leaf which differs in 
name. Later you will find it important 


to know which is which. Write the 
name on a gummed label and stick it 
onto the glass. Cut the leaf stem, leav- 
ing about two inches of it. Place this 
in the water. In about two weeks it 
will have rooted. Then let it stay in 
the water for about three weeks more 
when tiny leaves will have formed. 
When you have at least two leaves 
each a little larger than a pin-head it is 
time to pot the violet. The roots will 
by this time be about an inch long. Do 
not be surprised if two tiny plants form 
at the end of the stem. This happens 
often and these plants will be sep- 
arated later when each has five or six 
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large leaves — or after their blooming 
is over. 

Potting requires a delicate touch. 
Violets resent handling. They like 
nothing so much as to be left alone for 
their stems are brittle and the leaves 
are easily injured. So, instead of pot- 
ting them now in a box (or tiny pots) 
of mostly sand and then moving the 
plants again (when they are partly 
grown) to a larger pot. 

In the first place, if you haven't 
good soil on your property, with the 
correct mixture of sand, acid and leaf- 
mold that goes into African violet soil, 
the one way to be sure of the best 
blooms is to buy a prepared soil for 
the purpose at your greenhouse. 

While you are there buy a dozen 
four-inch pots, a quart of plain sand 
and some of the flat wooden labels 
which are used to mark plants in a 
greenhouse. Do not buy a pot smaller 
than four-inch. Violets do not have 
to be pot-bound to bloom. In a small 
pot they will bloom more quickly, 
perhaps, with not so many leaves and 
small flowers. In a larger pot they will 
not bloom so soon, but there will be 
more leaves and flowers. 


Varieties Shown Opposite 














Sunrise 

Brown’s Blue Butterfly 
Red King 

Painted Girl 

Fantasy 

Double Rose 

Lavender Bicolor 
Double Orchid Sunset 
Delight 

Ullery’s Pink Wonder (Pat.) 
Navy Bouquet 


- @ a 
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Over the drainage hole place a flat 
piece of linoleum or a square cut from 
an old piece of rubber matting or simi- 
lar material. This will not make the 
pot water-tight and will in no way in- 
terfere with watering from the bottom 
as violets should be watered to avoid 
crown rot. Fill the pots with soil. In 
the center of the soil make a depression 
with a thimble or with the fingers. The 
soil must be damp enough to hold the 
depression in shape. 

Then fill the depression with the 
pure sand, and in the sand make a 
hole with a lead pencil or other object, 
just large enough to take the roots of 
your new plant, leaving the tiny leaves 
nicely above-ground. Push the sand 
gently over the roots, being careful 
not to break them. Do not allow sand 
to come in contact with the tops of the 
little leaves. This is a point to remem- 
ber always with African violets: never 
allow soil to get on the leaves. Do not put 
them on the porch in summer to col- 
lect dust. Brushing the leaves ‘“‘with a 
soft brush”’ is easier said than done. 

Upon your cleverness in potting 
depends some of your future success 
with the plants for this is the only 
potting; now all they ask is to stand in 
one place and be left alone, except for 
watering from the bottom. The sand 
you have pushed about the new roots 
is heavy enough to hold them in place 
and the roots will be ready for the 
rich soil when they come to it. Of 
course you leave the old leaf attached. 

The ideal location for African violets 
is at a south or east window where they 
will get controlled sunlight. Sunlight 
may be held in check by the window 
shade, draperies or shading. Do not 
forget or neglect this point, as these 
delicate plants cannot stand even one 
hour of fot sun, even if they do come 
from the tropics. They like some sun, 
however. Accordingly, draw the dra- 
peries so that only a path of sunlight 
comes in, moving across all the plants 
as the hours move past. Better still 
choose a window which because of 
trees or shrubs or direction, auto- 
matically exposes the plants to only a 
proportion of sunlight each day. 

Do not place the pots on the win- 

See page 438 
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Epon BSULSS 


Most Popular of All Tulips 


intense scarlet, extra 34.00 
Immense streamline 10 Bulbs _ 
petals, unbelievably long. The flowers 25 Bulbs ° 
open up to9 in. across, on 18-in. stems. Bulbs * 


Largest, Earliest, 
Most Brilliant! 
Red Emperor has skyrocketed Giant Red 
in popularity; growers are un- 
able to meet the demand. We P. 
ordered huge quantitiesof top- 
size bulbs and kept our old low 
ice for “Te. postpaid. 
Be Sure Yours—Order Today! 


Burpee Fall Bulb Book has best 
imported Dutch Tulips, Hyacinths, 
Daffodils, Crocus, Lilies, ete. Many 
money-saving Special Offers. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 
125 Burpee Building 
32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


Spectacular, 
early, in April. 


ror ONLY 
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DOLLAR Speciats 


EXTRA SAVINGS F' 
Emperor Tulips. yo $ 
popular,describedabove.10 BULBS. 


wovet Palins, Giant Fentons. Bost $ 
beautiful of all tulips. 10 BULBS 1 


Tall Giant Darwin Tulips. Al! the $ 
very best colors mixed. 10 BULBS 
Giant Trumpet Daffodils. Yellows, $ 

— whites, bicolors mixed. 15 BULBS 
Large Fragrant Hyacinths. Showy $ 

— mixture of many colors. 5 BULBS 
Large Flowered Crocus. Al! the $ 
best colors in mixture. 30 BULBS 
ALL SIX Dollar Specials for $5.00 
(Any 3 Dollar Specials for $2.75) 
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Offers Cash Awards for Accounts of Experiences 
in Growing Vegetables 
First Prize $25.00 © Second Prize $15.00 ¢ Third Prize $10.00 
Other awards may be given at the discretion of the Judges 


I ECAUSE of the increased interest in home-grown vegetables, HorTICULTURE 
invites its readers to submit brief accounts of their experiences in growing 


their favorite vegetables. 


Manuscripts not to exceed 500 words must be typewritten and submitted 
to the Editor on or before November 1, 1954. Winners will be announced 
early in 1955. Black and white glossy prints may be sent with manuscripts. 











NEW BOOK for GARDENERS 


Published by The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


Winter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododendrons 


Ay 4 Az sleas 
do edendre ons 


Winter Ha 
and Rho 


-yenent ¢ 


aon Bowe $45 pun 


$3.00 a Copy Postpaid 
¥ ORDER TODAY From ¥ 





BY CLEMENT GRAY BOWERS 
Illustrated with 17 Halftones 


ERE is a little book devoted to those types 
H of hardy azaleas and rhododendrons that 
can be expected to do well in the northeastern 
section of our country. Dr. Bowers has written 
it especially for amateur gardeners who are 
eager to know more about this spectacular group 
of flowering shrubs. 


In nine lively chapters, the author gives his read- 
ers a graphic presentation of the various winter- 
hardy species — their uses, soil requirements 
and general needs. He gives special attention to 
the most desirable places to plant specimens 
and to the control of insects and diseases, while 
his advice on collecting the most desirable form 
is particularly helpful. The list of species, hy brid 
groups and clones add immensely to the value 
of this practical little volume which is written 


in a most pleasant fashion. 


Hoaticutrure’s Book Dept. 


Enclosed is Check Money Order 


300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Please send me 


Vame 


Mreet 


City 


copies of Winter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododendrons 


$3.00 postpaid 


Zone Mate 














Lawn for a Lifetime 

From page 417 

durable and suitable for seaside lawns. 
but are slow at high altitudes and at 
latitudes north of New York City. 

It is now known that many lawn 
troubles are caused by insects. It is 
therefore wise to insect-proof new 
lawns by incorporating some chlor- 
dane into the upper six inches to- 
gether with the fertilizer and lime. 

Soil testing is helpful but has its 
limitations. A test may indicate suf- 
ficient nutrients for the present, but 
does not tell us how much will be 
needed during the year ahead. This is 
especially true for the nitrate test. 
Five pounds nitrogen (half organic 
and half chemical) per 1000 square 
feet should be included. 

New lawns will be weedfree if the 
prepared seed bed is sterilized with 
calcium cyanamid three weeks before 
seeding. This material produces sub- 
stances toxic to weed seeds in the soil. 
Within three weeks these substances 
change to fertilizing materials which 
will then help to feed the new lawn. 
This procedure delays seeding, but 
the superior quality of the ensuing 
lawn makes it well worth your while 
to wait. When 50 pounds of cyanamid 
are used, the nitrogen supplied by this 
product will be sufficient and the 
amount of limestone may be reduced 
by one-third. 


Add Organic Matter 
The backbone of fertile soils is 
humus or organic matter. Nearly all 
soils are low in this material. Organic 
matter is the most expensive of all the 
ingredients needed, yet it pays to use it. 
During long summer droughts, lawns 
with sufficient organic matter need 
far less watering than others, because 
they are better able to conserve rain- 
fall. One of the very best forms of 
humus to use is coarse sedge peat. This 
is less acid and contains more nitro- 
gen than sphagnum or peatmoss. One- 
half ton per 1000 square feet adds 
only about 2“ organic matter. Above 
all, avoid using the fake or bargain 
humus peddled from door to door. 
Such material is likely to be drug or 
industrial waste products and is toxic. 
Mulching newly seeded lawns has 
come to be recognized as a form of 
insurance one can not afford to pass 
up. Its value has been demonstrated 
many times and at many places in 
establishing grass on the cuts and fills 
of highways. 
Mulches have many advantages. 
They conserve moisture in dry periods, 
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protect the new seedlings from ex- 
cessively hot sun and reduce the in- 
jurious effects of alternate freezing 
and thawing. Mulches are especially 
beneficial during droughts and for 
late or dormant seeding. Oats straw 
and timothy hay are suitable mulch- 
ing materials for lawns. One bale per 
1000 square feet is adequate. In fact, 
a layer two straws thick is enough. 
Any noticeable weeds should be re- 
moved from the straw or hay before 
placing it on the newly seeded lawn. 
In seeding terraces, the mulch should 
be used at a somewhat heavier rate on 
the upper areas. In windy weather and 
on steep slopes, the mulch may be 
anchored by wetting it down as it is 
placed. Stakes and twine may also be 
used. A light mulch will disappear of 
its own accord. 

Here then, is the procedure to fol- 
low for making a lawn this fall. The 
quantities refer to 1000 square feet. 

Procedure To Follow 

(1) Ifany grading is needed, remove 
the topsoil to a depth of six inches 
from the entire site and pile it at a con- 
venient point near the center of the 
new lawn. Place suitable fill to within 
eight to 12 inches of the final level. 
Replace the topsoil. Since only two- 
thirds or less of the average site is ac- 
tually made into lawn, there should 
be enough topsoil to provide a layer 
eight to 12 inches deep. 

(2) Have the soil tested by 
county agent, state soil-testing service 
or an agricultural chemist. In making 
up the sample, be sure that it is truly 
representative by taking small portions 
(a spoonful) to a depth of six inches 


your 


from many spots. 

(3) Apply the materials indicated 
by the soil test and by consideration of 
the principles stated above. If time 
does not permit having a soil test made, 
and if it is known that no lime or fer- 
tilizer has been applied for five years, 
the following materials may be applied 
in the order indicated: 

(a) 4 |b. chlordane, 50% 
(mix with fertilizer) 
(b) 40 Ibs. 5-10-10 (if cyanamid is 
not used) or 
40 Ibs. 0-10-10 (if cyanamid is 


powder 


used ) 

(c) 80 lbs. powdered dolomitic lime- 
stone (reduce by one-third if 
cyanamid is used) 

(d) 1000 pounds sedge peat 

The chlordane, fertilizer and lime- 
stone may be mixed and applied at 
the same time. Following these ma- 
terials the peat should be spread as 

See next page 
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“Make Top-Soil 
Out of Sub-Soil” 


Thousands are do- 
ing it! In a single 
day you can con- 
vert the raw soil 
around your place 
into fertile, produc- 
tive top-soil. Re- 
store the organic 
content to your soil 
with 


erHumusc: 


CULTIVATED PEAT 


The Onganie Sol Vitalizer 


FA hee OOO 
100 LBS.NET 





LARS 
FLOWERS, VEGETABLES, 
TREES, SHRUBS 


HYPER-HUMUS COMPANY 
mm 
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“ITS GREAT I ‘ Says Rose Lover 


“For conditioning the soil and bringing 
up new shoots, you can’t beat HYPER- 
HUMUS,” writes A. F. Barstow, Malden, 
Mass. "The Best for improving root sys- 
tems and holding moisture in the soil. It’s 
great...” You, too, will find HYPER- 
HUMUS a wonderful help in growing 
roses and perennials, such as delphiniums, 
columbines and chrysanthemums. 


Great for Bulbs too 

Fall-planted bulbs will benefit greatly 
from having HYPER-HUMUS mixed with 
the planting soil. Try it this fall and note 
the bigger blooms next spring. 


For NEW LAWNS and OLD 


The first step in building a new lawn is to improve the soil by 
working HYPER-HUMUS into the seedbed. This will encourage 
healthier and sturdier root growth and a thicker, tougher turf. 


HYPER-HUMUS is sold by established dealers—in bulk 
for landscaping and in bags for the small job. Ask your 


dealer. 


Write us for Top-Soil Bulletin and helpful ‘Better Roots" 


leaflet. 


HYPER-HUMUS CO. - Box 24, Newton, N. J. 





NARCISSUS 


for naturalizing 


REALLY top quality bulbs to trans- 
form a fence-row, a bank, a bit of 
meadow or a corner of a lawn into 
a drift of white and gold next 
April. 


“jumbo” or 


These are not the ordinary 


“mammoth” bulbs so 
“special offers” for 
naturalizing. All of these are “top 
the largest size, fully- 
developed individual bulbs com- 
mercially available from Holland. 


often sold as 


rounds” 


Specially Selected Varieties 


Not all Narcissus are best suited 


for naturalizing. Some _ varieties 


compete more successfully in a 
natural surrounding than others. 
This special assortment is carefully 
selected for this particular purpose. 
These bulbs are not “cheap.” We 
do not offer them at a price to 
compete with inferior merchandise. 
They are really tops in both size 
and quality for those people who 
know from experience that it pays 
to buy the best in bulbs. 


100 Narcissus $8.00 
1000 Narcissus $70.00 
5000 Narcissus $325.00 


10 each of 5 
BETTER NEWER TULIPS 


11 centimeter bulbs 


Blue Parrot, Red Emperor, Duke 
of Wellington (Pure White Dar- 
win), Golden Age (Deep gold, edged 
with orange) and World’s Fair 
(Brilliant rose, Cottage). 


crROcUS 
8 to 9 centimeter bulbs, 
colors for naturalizing. 
100 for $5.50 
1060 for $45.00 


mixed 





“How and Why” Fall Nursery 
Catalog FREE with each order, 
or sent for 10¢. 





Established in 1878 


KELSEY NURSERY 
SERVICE 


Dept. H13 Highlands, N. J. 
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, rake the cyanamid into the soil. 


Lawn for a Lifetime 
From page 433 


evenly as possible. (If using hydrated 


lime apply it two to four days later | 


than the other ingredients because it 
releases nitrogen from the fertilizer 
when applied at the same time.) 

(4) Thoroughly mix all of these ma- 
terials into the upper six inches of soil 
by means of a rototiller or other suit- 
able implement. When properly mixed 
the soil has a uniform appearance. 

(5) Rake the area as evenly as pos- 
sible. A double-width (48 inches) 


| wooden rake is useful for this purpose. 


It is still better if two men work with 
such rakes at right angles to each 
other. Roll the area to bring out the 
“highs” and “lows.” Repeat these al- 
ternate rakings and rollings until the 
area is as nearly uniform as possible. 

(6) Apply 50 pounds of calcium 
cyanamid as evenly as possible. Do not 
put any cyanamid under the young 
trees, but keep at least two feet be- 
their branch spread. Lightly 


(7) Water immediately and keep 
the soil moist to a depth of one inch 
for three weeks. Moisture is necessary 


| for the sterilization of the soil. 


(8) At the end of this period, per- 
mit the soil to dry somewhat and lightly 
rake without disturbing the level. 

(9) Sow the seed. For an average 
mixture three pounds is sufficient. 
Even distribution is far more impor- 
tant than sowing excessive quantities. 

(10) Rake as lightly as possible. 
Pulling the wooden rake across the 
seeded area is sufficient. 

(11) Roll the area. 

(12) Apply the mulch lightly. 

(13) Protect the seeded and 
mulched area with a temporary fence 
or barrier. 

(14) Lightly spray the seeded and 
mulched area. Keep moist until the 
grass is two inches high. At this stage 
it is not necessary to water deeply. 

(15) Mow with a sharp mower at 
a height of one and one half inches. 
If there is any danger of injury, roll 
the lawn lightly before mowing. 





California Begonia Show 

“Begonias Old and New” is the theme of 
the 22nd Annual Begonia and Shade Plant 
Show of the America Begonia Society to be 
held at the Clark Hotel, 426 S. Hill St., 
Los Angeles, Sept. 4-6. The Show, which 


will be held in conjunction with the Annual | 


Convention, will be open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.M. on Sept. 4 and 5 and from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Sept. 6. Admission is 50 cents. 








Send for this 
Booklet 


AMERICA'S 
FINEST 
SMALL 
TRACTOR 





“Old Fashioned 
SPLIT RAIL FENCE” 


Picturesque New England 
Split Rail Fence with all the hand 
hewn character and charm that only 
skilled woodsmen know how to give 
it. Adds distinction to your home. 
It's practical too, — keeps out 
thoughtless childrenand dogs. Choose 
from 2, 3 or 4 rail styles. Other types 
of Post and Rail as well as Picket, 
Screen and Hurdle Fencing displayed 
in home-like surroundings at our 
shop. Visit us or write or phone Walpole 
70, 104 or 830 for Fence Catalog of over 
50 pictures showing Walpole Fencing in 
use. Prices included. 


CEDAR FENCES » GARDEN FURNITURE 
TOOL HOUSES 
767 EAST ST. (RTE. 27) WALPOLE, MASS. 
AND 395 SHAKER RD., E. LONGMEADOW, MASS. 
On Cope Cod 
Rte. 28, L. Dovis Soles Agency, W. Falmouth 





Lilacina $1. 50; ; E. Mrs. 
EPISCIA : Fanny ——- $2.00; E. Coe- 
cinea $1. ok ». cupreata “Silver 
Sheen” 154 r bs ne ow 
(Flame yor Pais carci a te 
Violets) posters with each order. (Free 
list of African Violets and Foliage 
3 INCH POTS Plants) 
TERRACE VIEW GARDENS °°" |; Srono‘**"* 
THE WORLD'S FINEST Roses 
Write for illustrated ov 
catalog of OREGON GROWN Af Oy, 
ROSES . . . in full color \ AS “ 
N. VAN EAN 
BOX 5076-h © PORTLAND 13, ORE. aut > 
HORTICULTURE IS PROUD 
OF ITS RELIABLE 
ADVERTISERS 
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Christmas Roses 
From page 409 


sions for commercial use. (The home 
gardener should never attempt to 


make as many divisions from one | 


plant.) The majority of these, if grown 
for another year, produce good plants 
with from two to five leaves and cor- 
respondingly good root systems. 


Unfortunately, this method is gen- | 
erally too slow for commercial pur- | 


poses. Consequently, propagation by 
seed is the usual procedure. Seed 
must be sown soon after harvest, but 
will remain dormant almost a whole 
year. The first year after germination 
is the most difficult one in the growing 


of helleborus. 


The seedlings are easily distin- | 
guished from older plants because | 


their juvenile foliage is carried on 


short stems with each leaf divided into 


three to five leaflets. Another year or 
two is required before these distin- 


guishing features disappear and the | 
seedlings are comparable in all respects | 


to plants which have been grown from 
divisions. Incidentally, among 1000 
seedlings, flowers are produced on 
only one or two plants during the 
first winter after germination. During 
the second winter, 50 per cent of the 
plants may be expected to bloom. 
Give Good Soil 

It takes time and patience to pro- 
duce good planting stock, plus favor- 
able soil conditions to develop such 
stock into large specimens. Helleborus 
grow best in a rich soil basically some- 
what heavy. As the plants remain for 
a number of vears in one location and 
send their roots deeply into the ground, 


the soil should be prepared to a depth | 
of 18 inches. Set the topsoil aside, | 


and discard the subsoil to a depth of 
18 inches. 

Replace the subsoil with a good 
compost. In case such is not available, 
use well-decayed leaves and _ stable 
manure. Some gravel should be added, 
and also a generous amount of coarse 
hbonemeal and some ground limestone. 
Mix materials thoroughly with the 
existing topsoil and fill the bed with 
the mixture to a level slightly higher 
than the existing grade. 

It is best to prepare the bed several 
weeks before the actual planting time 
to allow for settling of the soil. Of 
course, where existing soil conditions 
are approaching the ideal, it may be 
necessary to add only bonemeal and 


limestone. Do not add chemical fertil- | 


izers, as Chemicals may harm unes- 
tablished plants. 


September 1954 


OWN NURSERIES 
FROM OUT HOLLAND 


OUR 1954 FALL CATALOG SHOWING ALL THE NEWEST 
CREATIONS AND FINEST STANDARD VARIETIES OF 


de Jager Superb Quality 
TULIPS, DAFFODILS. 
NARCISSI, HYACINTHS. 
CROCUS and many other varieties 
of Bulbs. Tubers. ete.. is now ready. 


For many years, nearly 85, de Jager Bulbs have been the stand- 
ard of Superb Quality in all parts of the World. Their high 
productivity and beautiful blooms have made them the choice 
of discriminating flower lovers everywhere. 


Constant experimenting and testing ait our Heiloo. Holland 
Nurseries has enabled us to produce finer bulbs with each 
successive planting. 


Plant de Jager Bulbs for Assured Garden Loveliness. 


Bulbs Sent POSTPAID in the U.S. 


: SEND TODA ott 
Gg 2P, Ze, Y FOR YOUR FR 
Pde Jager Sens, Src. 1954 de JAGER FALL pt 


188 ASBURY STRFET. 50. HAMILTON, MASs. 


_ HOME OFFICE at HEILOO, HOLLAND 


ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Priced from $339 + 14 by 19 ft. Green- Beautiful and bright for a lifetime 

house Pictured $960 + Convenient terms. of carefree gardening. A pride to 

No money down — 3 to 5 Years to pay. own. .. . Simple to operate. Never 
needs paint it’s maintenance- 
free No parts to give out or wear 
out. Made of aluminum, alloyed for 
greatest strength and resistance to 
corrosion. The perfect ‘‘forever 
metal’ for greenhouse construc- 
tion. Easy-to-put-up anywhere with 
bolts and screws. No _ expensive 
foundation needed. 


Like all our Orlyts, it’s functionally 
right. Extra light. Automatic venti- 
lation and heat to suit any crop or 
climate. The greatest producer of 
flowers and vegetables ever, and one 
of the least expensive. Send for Free 
Catalog No. 70S. 


avincron.n y JOY & Burnham ox evaines.. 


Ceanodion Sales Office: St. Catharines. Ont 


FOR MAX Landscape Desiging 
pray Prrhedet and Remodeling 
4 ESTATES, INSTITUTIONS 
Women Can Operate It LORENZ INDUSTRIAL, PARKS 
Free Catalog. Write 
ESHELMAN, Dept. R-129 WALPOLE 963-W 


109 Light St., Balto. 2, Md . : 
333 N. Michigan Ave. Consulting McKinley Avenue 


Chicago |, lll. a =—«|~sd Horticulturist WALPOLE, MASS. 


Los Angeles 28, Cal. 
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Strawberry 
Hill 
RHINEBECK, 


FINE LILIES 
and LILACS 


We offer own rooted lilacs as 
described in the article in 
this issue 


me Us 


Also Lilies from Alida Liv- 
ingston’s Garden, for which 
we are the sole commercial 
outlet. (See Miss Livingston's 
article in the August issue of 
HORTICULTURE. ) 


Se 
Oe te ee ee ee POQL CLL 


Catalogue on Request 
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Hardy Native 


American Plants 
Trees, Shrubs, Plants 
and Bulbs 


© Herbaceous Plants 

® Rock-Garden Plants 

® Orchids 

© Ferns 

® Acquatic Plants 

® Bog Plants 

® Lilies 

© Vines 

® Climbers and Creepers 

® Azaleas 

® Mountain Laurel 

® Rhododendrons 

Recommended plants for particular 

Gerdeners 

Free Nursery Catalog 

WRITE FOR YOUR COPY TODAY 
GARDENS OF THE BLUE RIDGE 

Get acquainted with our 

HAPP HOBBY since 1892 

E. C. ROBBINS 

Box 8, McDowell County 

Ashford, North Carolina 











EREMURUS 


(Foxtail Lily.) Plant in the fall, blooms in 


June. This striking perennial is winning 
prizes at flower shows. New and different 
Very hardy. Easily grown 

BARGAIN COLLECTIONS 
Roots which have produced 
Catalog values from $6 to $12. 

For Only 
roots, unclassified, mostly 
yellow or orange blends $3.75 

4.25 


blooms 


roots, all yellow ee 
roots, all orange 4.50 
roots, l ea. pink, yellow and 
orange... : pie 5.00 
roots, | ea. pink, yellow and 
white 6oéecbes . 6.75 
(F) 3 roots, all pink...... ° 8.00 
(G) J roots, best named hybrids... 9.75 
Labeled (except A) Postpaid. One FREE 
root given with orders received by 
Sept. 15. Cash with order. Residents of 
Washington please add 3% Sales Tax 
MONTGOMERY GARDENS 
P. O. Boxf246-0 Colville (Wash. 





Training Espaliers 
From page 116 


vigor of the tree and the plant food content 
of the soil in which it is growing. The roots 
are cut by forcing the spade down the 
entire length of the blade. Normally, a 
diameter in feet is equal to 
of the trunk in inches at a 
the lowest side branch ap- 
area to which the roots are 


circle, whose 
the diameter 
point where 
pears, is the 
restricted. 

It is usually necessary to repeat the root 
pruning process annually for several years. 
The top, likewise, should receive monthly 
attention during the growing season to 
preserve symmetry and to snip or pinch 
back unwanted shoots. 

While there need be no limit to the de- 
signs, a few of the conventional ones, which 
offer the amateur less complex problems, 
are submitted. Once these are mastered, 
more intricate patterns may be tried. But 
whatever shape is chosen, training must 
start when the plant is not more than two 
years old. Slow-growing trees are ideal 
subjects. Fast-growing, free-suckering spe- 
cies are more difficult to handle. 


Pyramid Is Simple 

One of the oldest and simplest is the 
pyramid, described above. It consists of 
a central leader, furnished with lateral 
branches, evenly separated from each other 
and so trained that they grow at right 
angles to the trunk. The lowest branch, 
not more than 15 inches from the ground, 
should be the longest. The others, spaced 
12 inches apart, diminish gradually in 
length to form a symmetrical pyramid, the 
base diameter of which is one-half the 
height of the tree. 

Small trees with strong leaders are espe- 
cially suitable for training in pyramidal 
form, such as Cornus florida, Ilex opaca, Ilex 
pedunculosa, Nyssa sylvatica, Sassafras albidum, 
Larix leptolepsis, Larix laricina and Betula 
lenta 

A triangular light wood frame, outlining 
the ultimate form, supported by a central 
upright, is simple to build and essential for 
success. Cross members are added as neces- 
sary, to which the horizontal arms are tied. 

The fan is especially attractive (see dia- 
gram), if the branches are carefully main- 
tained equidistant from one another. Many 
small trees and large shrubs can be so 
trained without difficulty, especially Cornus 
amomum, Cornus alba, Magnolia virginiana, 

Taxus media hatfieldi, Corylus cornuta, Hama- 
melis virginiana, Ilex cornuta burfordi, Carpinus 
Coton- 
and 


carolinianum, Elaeagnus angustifolia, 
easter acuminata, Cotoneaster henryana 
Cotoneaster dielsiana. 

Fan espaliers are simple to create and 
are especially pleasing if the branches, 
which radiate from the crown at the 
ground line, or at most three or four inches 
above, are tied to the frames so they will 
remain in proper position. 

In tying espaliers a No. 
twine has proved valuable. 


10 soft, cotton 
Raffia may be 


used but should be examined periodically 
to prevent damage to the young bark. 

A series of trees or shrubs, each trained 
to two branches growing diagonally from 
the trunk to form a right angle standing 
on its point, is known as a Belgian fence. 
This makes a useful and unusual fence 
around the garden or along a property 
line. The trees are planted two feet apart. 

The following are a few of the species 
which can be trained in this fashion: 
Myrica pennsylvanicum, Cornus racemosa, Ilex 
cornuta, Viburnum carlesi, Corylus americana, 
Cotoneaster salicifolia and Cotoneaster acuti- 
folia. 

One of the most 
candelabrum, but it 
tience and perseverance. Great care must 
be used in developing this pattern to 
permit only the essential branch develop- 
ment. As you see from the diagram, only 
six branches are retained. At the proper 
distance from the trunk, each is bent to 
grow upward, parallel with the trunk. 

To be successful, the branch is bent 
gradually, two or three months being re- 
quired to produce a right angle without 
damage to wood or bark. I have found 
that by wrapping the branch where it is 
to be bent with scotch tape, there is little 
danger of splitting the bark. 


Try These Trees 
Not only is this an effective design 
against a stone or brick wall, but it is pos- 
sibly the best pattern to use in growing an 
arbor over a metal or wood frame to create 


the 
pa- 


useful forms is 


will test your 


a summer house or covered walk. In such 
use the arms are permitted to grow taller 
and are fastened over the top of the frame 
as well as the sides. Pears on quince stock 
and apples on Malling II root-stock lend 
themselves readily to such use. In addition, 
Ilex pedunculosa, Magnolia grandiflora, Nyssa 
sylvatica, Betula lenta, Betula nigra and Larix 
leptolepsis may be so trained. 

If a more robust tree, such as beech o1 
oak is desired, root pruning will have to 
be started early to check overabundant 
suckering. In some cases the roots in the 
top 12 inches of soil are permanently re- 
stricted by use of a metal strip one foot 
wide and 18 feet long. This is sunk in the 
ground in a circle around the tree so the 
roots are always restricted to an area with 
a diameter of six feet. 

To separate the several sections of the 
garden, the cordon was frequently em- 
ployed in England and on the Continent. 
Early settlers in this country also used this 
form. At Mount Vernon in Washington's 
time, the single cordon delineates the vege- 
table garden. 

A cordon actually is a plant trained to 
a single shoot or to two shoots growing in 
diametrically opposite directions. A double 
cordon has two shoots one above the other, 
growing in the same direction; grapes have 
been trained in such a manner. Some of 
the ornamental tree species which may be 
used are: Carpinus carolinianum, Mpyrica 
pennsylvanicum, Chionanthus virginica, Coton- 
easter henryana and Elaeagnus angustifolia 
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Loan Exhibition—Flowers in Art 


Feature (elebration— 


Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


HE Outstanding event of the 125th Anniversary year of the Massachusetts 

Horticultural Society will be a Loan Exhibition of Flowers in Art and 
Decoration at Horticultural Hall, Boston, October 24 to November 3. The 
official opening, which will take place at 4 p.m. on Sunday, October 24, will 
be restricted to members of the Society. This affair will be preceded by a 
luncheon at the Harvard Club. Invitations to members for these events will 
be mailed in September. 

The Exhibition will be opened to the public on Sunday, October 24, from 
6 to 10 p.m., and on each following day from 1 to 10 p.m. The admission price 
will be $1.50. 

This Loan Exhibition promises to be unique because it will contain many 
extraordinary art treasures assembled from homes and private collections, 
which will be exhibited to the public for the first and only time. In addition 
to two large halls featuring traditional art objects, one room will be devoted 
to modern art. One of the rarest pieces will be a bunch of golden roses, a sym- 
bolic gift presented occasionally by His Holiness the Pope as a token of special 
recognition. 

The Anniversary Exhibition will absorb the annual Chrysanthemum Show 
staged by the Society in early November. However, chrysanthemums, foliage 
plants and other flowers and plants will be used lavishly throughout. 

Further details will appear in the October issue of Horticutture. 
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Know Your Lilacs 


From page 415 


Lime sulphur, moreover, will con- 
trol a much more important lilac pest, 
the oyster scale. The lilac borer is a 
problem, but adequate control can be 
secured by spraying with D.D.T. (1 
lb. 50% wettable powder to 25 gallons 
of water), or the creature can be de- 
stroyed by being prodded in its hole 
with a hairpin or straightened paper 
clip. In recent years, bacterial infection 
which causes the blackening and wilt- 
ing of new, green growth has been 
recognized on lilacs. This can be suc- 
cessfully treated with a spray of apple 
puretize (2 oz. or 1g pt. to 25 gal. of 
water) applied several times during 
the season, beginning the second week 
in May. Altogether, lilac pests and 
diseases are not dominant factors. 

In purchasing lilacs, as in the case of 
all horticultural material, know your 
supplier. Be sure to know whether your 
plants are on their own roots. Plant 
the bushes as soon as possible after 
their arrival or heel them in until you 
can plant them. Autumn planting is 
best, although it can be done success- 
fully in the spring. 


How To Plant 


The better and deeper your soil 
preparation, naturally the thriftier 
your plants will prove. Plant an inch 
or so deeper than they were in the nur- 
sery, as indicated by the soil line when 
you receive the plants. Keep them ade- 
quately watered, and mulch them with 
sawdust, wood chips or any mulching 
materials you like except one which is 
acid, such as a peat low in pH. After 
the bushes are established, give them 
up to one and one-half pounds of 
ammonium sulphate for the largest 
bushes, scratched into the mulch or 
the ground in the spring, and a dress- 
ing of bonemeal or compost after 
blooming. 

Finally, a few words about the 
propagation of lilacs, centering on the 
controversial question of grafted or 
own root lilacs. I am a firm believer in 
lilacs which have never been on any- 
thing but their own roots. The basic 
fault with grafted bushes is that too 
many of them succumb to graft blast. 
There is imperfect transit (back and 
forth) of chemical elements beiween 
the scion and understock (roots). Con- 
sequently, the plant languishes or dies. 
If the scion dies and the roots stay 
alive and send up shoots, these will 
give you something you had no inten 
tion of buying 


See page 14? 
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Watch your garden burst into a riot of 


lor with this exclus Cut-Flower 
Pansy Mixt 


from the Swiese (rar 


ure by Pitzonka. Developed 
Pansies 


for ther cutting ofr 


this mix 

Foliage is a deep 

Is beautifully with 
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Exclusive — 
Mix 
$6.55 per i 


PITZONKA’S 
PANSY FARM AND NURSERY 
Box 394, Bristol, Pa. 
DET ew Plo ‘8 Win up to 
pre arietie > MI $10,000 
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paid every year by growers, seedsmen 
Learn Luther Burbank’s secrets, also 
latest: methods way to a fascinating, prottable 
hobby. No experience or costly equipment needed. Let us 
show you ir non-technical form, how to produce 
sports doubling, etc, without poisons, 1) a 
fraction of former ime required 
Write now for FREE The Ascher Co., Dept. H-9 
! Fold ond Fact | 2 Detro ord, Colif 
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HOUSE PLANT SEEDS 
793 —- Episcia Hybrids (Flame Violet) 8 seeds 25¢ 
aoe 1 00 


622A 


Packet 25¢ 


25¢; 15 


Hybrids Mixed 


ndulaefolia 


tocarpus 


Crossandra t 3 seeds 


seeds $1.00 
Gloxinia Gigantea Mixed. Packet 25¢ 
African Violet. 50 seeds 25¢; 250 seeds $1.00 


Five 25¢ packe me of for $1.00 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 22, 8. C. 


_Monadnock ‘Kegion— 


COTTAGE BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 
Where a Hobby Brings Income 


B44 
1794 


cach above 











This attractive all-year home, beautifully 
situated, is a joy for the nature lover of 
rock gardens in profusion. A small brook 
ind pond, strawberries (60 quarts in one 
week), fruit trees and asparagus for family 


Good hunting, good view of glen and 


tis 


woods, with spring water. 


llouse >) 


fireplace he 


rooms, bath, steam heat, 
- garage. Extra cabin for 
studio or the summer guest. Taxes 

$/91 last year. Listed price 
$/7,500 only 


vi 


E. A. BISHOP CO. 
‘Realtors 
Telephone 2 + 
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How to Treat a Speaker 
From page 405 


Fully as important as a few com- 
monly accepted rules of order, is some 
common sense. For instance, when an 
original motion has been amended and 


still another amendment has been 


hooked on to the amendment and the | 
secretary is not sure what the motion | 
was and even the person who made it | 


can hardly repeat it himself and sev- 
eral members are on their feet velling 
for recognition the smart chairman, 
poised, smiling and confident, cracks 
down with the gavel and says: “Just a 
minute! We are getting bogged down 
here. Let’s back up and start all over 


again. Will Mr. Jones be willing to in- | 


clude the amendments in his motion?” 
And usually Mr. Jones is willing and 
does so. The motion is re-stated by the 
secretary, then seconded. The chair- 
man calls for the discussion and the 
vote is completed. It’s as easy as that. 

If parliamentary rules get in the 
way, the chairman can avoid embar- 
rassment and confusion by remember- 
ing that after all, motions and voting 
simply resolve themselves into deferring 
to the wishes of the greater number. 





African Violets 
From page 431 


dow sills. A metal stand with two glass 
shelves will hold a good assortment. 
Use it only for violets. Keep them 
away from other house plants, not 
only because they make a better ap- 
pearance massed together, but to keep 
them from contact with parasites. 


Care is almost negligible. Set pots 


in saucers or, for easy watering from 
below, set them in long pans. Kept 


away from plants which might con- | 


taminate them with mealy bug or red 
spider, they are singularly free from 
his is fortunate for it is 
almost impossible to spray or 
their foliage. Ugly white spots may 
form on leaves accidentally splattered 
with plants from 
above may develop crown rot from 
wetting of new underleaves. 


disease. 
wash 


water; watered 


They do not want to be water- 
logged. Water when they begin to dry 
giving enough to wet the soil to the 
top, but take care to remove any 
excess water from the saucer or pan. 
Where chlorine is used in city water, 
it may be allowed to stand for several 
days before being used but this pre- 


caution has been found to be unneces- 


Peterborough, N. H. | sary in some cases. 


YOU, TOO, CAN GROW 
PRIZE-WINNING 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


For two years the prize 

winning blossoms at the 

National African Violet 

Show have been grown with 

Plant Marvel...the scientifically bal- 
anced, 100° water-soluble plant food. It 
supplies the entire root system with the 
natural, concentrated food elements needed 
for rapid, healthy growth and bloom. Very 
easy and economical to use . . . a 35¢ pack- 
age makes 68 quarts, 75¢ package makes 
125 gals. $1.25 package makes 250 gals. of 
rich liquid food. 

FREE SAMPLE: Write for free sample and a copy of 
our African Violet folder. 


LANT MARVEI 


Feed as you water” 


Dept. HO-94, 622 West 119th Street, Chicago 28, Illinois 


LINCOLN PLASTIC 


PLANT MARKERS 








—_ 


VERTICAL 




















Plastic Plant Markers that last 
for years...withstand all 
weather conditions. PLUS Water- 
proof Indelible Ink... 

weat' -..-femams 
legible for years. . 12’ metal 
supports are galvanized steel 
reds. 


= 
EXTRA LABELS. 
Vertical $3.00 and 
$3.50 per 100. 


| AFRICAN VIOLETS > 


AFRICAN VIOLET LABELS in Assorted Sizes; Width 4" to *"’; 
Lengths 3’ to 4’, $1.50 per 100. 
ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE INK, PEN AND POSTAGE 


LINCOLN LABORATORIES - NORTHFIELD, MINN. 











iris 

phliox 

laurel 

azalea 

delphiniums 
rhododendrons 
chrysanthemums 

Since you will spend many hours work- 
ing in your garden this year, be sure 


that your garden gets a good start with 
quality stock. 


WESTON NURSERIES, INC. 


Frankland St., Hopkinton, Mass. 
Brown & Winter Sts., Weston 93, Mass. 


Hopkinton 2011 WEllesley 5-3431 














# For Fall piaotion. Rare Tulip Species. Winter- # 
# hardy Gladiolus, Hardy Cyclamen, Alstroe- 
## meria, Lewisia, Ostrowskia, Ixiolirion, unusual 


# lilies; a few out of many in our New Autumn * 
- Catalog, ready on request. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. B, Moorestown, New Jersey 


* 
+ 
+ 
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+ 
+ 
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comin EvENTS | WHITE DAFFODILS. 


FLOWERFIELD has garnered from among the 
many, these superior all white Daffodil varieties 
that can be shown with pride in that “special 
Begonia & Shade place” in your garden! Superb for flower arrang 
am ; > too! 
Plant Show, Am. Begonia Soc., Clark Bis — 
Hotel. 426 S. Hill St. As illustrated, top to bottom 
Sypt. 9-10. Columbus, Ohio. 24th Annual POLAR ICE (Short cupped Daffodil). Pure white 
pas cach 2 ts ae aes 3G throughout, the short flat cup opens greenish white 
Convention, Ohio Assoc., of Garden | in the center. 16 inches tall. 
Clubs, Ohio State Univ. Six for $2.00, Dozen $3.75 
Sept. 10. Coatesville, Pa. Flower Show, Town THALIA (Triandus Hybrid). Three and four ex- 
& mys! Garden Club of Coatesville, quisitely formed flowers each 314 inches across are 
Y.W.C. carried on a single stem 16 inches tall. 


° ‘ eer 

Sept. 12. a wton Highlands, Mass. Fall | Six for $1.50, Dozen $2.25 

Flower Show, N. E. Branch of Am. roomy — (Large eee. The whole 

. t r | flower develops a waxen white bloom of extra- 
> Z S : “ks I > z = 

Begonia Soc., Workshop of Newton ordinarily firm substance. 41% inches across, on 


Highlands Woman’s Club. strong stems 24” long. Six for $2.25, Dozen $3.75 
Sept. 17-18. Trevose, Pa. Fall Flower m_ oe ee ; ' 
Show, Trevose Horticultural Soc., Com- COLLECTION yh 7 DAFFODILS 
munity House, Philmont Ave. Six of me : testis for $5.50 
Sept. 21. Arlington, Mass. Flower Show, Twelve of each, 36 bulbs for $9.25 
‘American Salutes,” Arlington Garden " acadin nat tieoleaieal 
Club, Robbins Memorial Town Hall. MUSCARI. Deep blue Grape Hya- 
Sept. 21-23. Boston. Flower Show School for , cinths, a lovely “carpet” for the white 
Exhibitors & Judges, Course IV, Mass. : Daffodils. 25 for $1.15, 100 for $4 
Garden Club Federation, Hort. Hall. CATALOG 
Sept. 28-30. Annapolis, Md. Annapolis 5¢ 


Open House. Information from: His- eH /, 
toric Annapolis, Inc., 64 State Circle. ra 4 tnodecmnatiie wtih 
Sept. 29-30. Philadelphia. Autumn Flower first order). 


“x shes y Veo a. t. S # 389 S t _ 
neg Se See wOUr | FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM - DEPT. H, BOX 90 - OYSTER BAY, L. 1., N. Y. 
yan Station Bldg. 


Oct. 1-3. Tyler, Tex. Texas Rose Festival. 


Oct. 2. Stockbridge, Mass. Annual Harvest 
* ’ a 
Festival, Berkshire Garden Center. Immediate Delivery / 


Oct. 2-3. Wash., D. C. Rose Show, Potomac 


Rose Soc., New Nat'l Museum, 10th 
SC er HORSFORD’S | HARDY LILIES 
Oct. 2-3. Corvallis, Ore. Early Chrysanthe- 
mum Show and Field Day, Roosevelt 
School Auditorium, S. 14th St. d PLANT MATERIAL 
Oct. 0-8. Boston, Mass. Harvest Show, Mass. an 
Horticultural Soc., Horticultural Hall. 
Oct. 11-27. Oakland, Calif. Course I, Flower 5 oge ° A ‘ 
Show School, Calif, Garden Clubs, Inc. Delphinium Pacific Hybrids * Iris * Peonies * Russell 
For details write: Mrs. Herbert W. Lupines * Oriental Poppies * All select varieties in many 
Stevens, 2946 Georgia St., Oakland. z i : . 
Oct. 15-17. St. Louis, Mo. First World Orchid and varied colors. Also a wide list of Perennials for Fall 
— Am. Orchid Soc., Chase planting. Many Attractive Collections included in our 
otel. 
Oct, 34-Neo. 3. Bestia, Unbiiila of Act ia free Autumn Supplement. Send today. We will ship to 
ne hese Horticultural Soc., Hor- your Summer Home while you are there! 
icultural Hall. 
Oct. 27-30. Boston. Annual Congress, Am. 


Horticultural Council, Hotel Somerset. i * i 
- H. HORSFORD 


Sept. 4-6. Los Angeles. 





























Penna. Railroad Show Charlotte, Vermont Since 1893 


September 10-11 are the dates for the 


Fall Flower Show of the Penna. Railroad = . 
Garden Club to be staged at the Penna. | (QQRpR oso ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS . .. : 

Railroad Station, 30th St., Philadelphia. | ERMNESME fon in your worden. descrtned end AFRICAN VIOLETS 
The hours on Sept. 10 are 3-10 p.m. and PRR illustrated in our 32-page eolor catalog and EPISCIAS 


eae | . 
on Sept. 11, 9 A.M. to 9 p.M. Dahlias and for modern gardeners. Send for o copy Over 700 varieties. The Newest and ALL the Best! 
today before you buy. Send 3c stamp for latest list. 


gladioli will be featured, but annuals, | Ade | 
set Sr eee eee : ' f DEPT. H RTE. 1 GOLDEN GREENHOUSES 
roses, vegetables and fruits will also be é tn. oma Settee: Qiteasibe 


displayed. The public is invited. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Rate 20 cents a word, minimum $4.00, cash with order, 
Closing date first of month preceding date of issue. 
Horticulture, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 

AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES. Pink Fringette, other pinks and 
fringed varieties — double white, plus 300 of the best varieties 
Also Episcias. Stamp for list. HELEN POCHUREK, Solon, 
Ohio. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS, ROOTED LEAVES, SUPPLIES. Latest 
varieties. Stamp for list. THE GRISTS, Rip Van Winkle Land , 
Buzsards Bay, Massachusetts 


AFRICAN VIOLETS (listed). Sturdy “plants, 12/$3.50. Labeled 
leaves. 10/$1.25. Hybrid DAYLILIES, 12/$1.75. EPISCIAS. 
Gloxinia, SAINTPAULIA SEED $1 pkgs. FFOULKES, Dept. 
H, 610 Bryan, Jacksonville 2, Florix 

EPISCIAS Silver Sheen, Kitty, Verdifolia Coccinea, Lilacena, 
Panny Haage, Splenders, Acajou, Chocolate Soldier, Sylvan 
Beauty, any 6 plants $4.00. AFRICAN VIOLETS, 12 dif- 
ferent plants in bloom $4.35. Free list. Violets, Begonias, rare 
houseplants. MRS. T. C. BEE, Route #3, Newnan, Georgia 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUES in LATEST INTRODUCTIONS 
of AFRICAN VIOLETS. Leaves, Plantlets and Plants 
Stamped envelope for our circular please. THE SELECT 
\ 101 LE T HOUSE, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEEDS : 
AFRICAN VIOLET SEEDS. Mixture of many varieties 
Approximately 300 seeds with planting instructions $1.00 
JAMES F. FAILEY, 605 W. 77th St., N. Drive, Indianapolis, 


Indiana. 





AMERICAN GINSENG. 

AMERICAN GINSENG. Free How and where to grow. Where 
to sell. Our seed guaranteed to grow. GINSENG GARDENS, 
Asheville, North Carolina. 

BIRDHOUSES ; 
BIRDHOUSES $1.00 and $1.25 both, $2.00. Parakeet nesting 
box, $1.25. Shelter-Feeder, $1.50 knockdown, postpaid. Cata- 
logue and birdhouse plans 15¢. YONGHAUS, 666T9 Mt. View, 
New Jersey 


BLUE SPRUCE 
FIVE COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE $3.50. Excellent 6-year 


transplants, 8” to 14” tall. Blue-green to marvelous blue color; 
sturdy, compact, handsome specimens or hedge. Shipped Post- 
paid September to November. Free fall planting list. MUSSER 
FORESTS, INC., Box 8-IC, Indiana, Pa 
BOOKLETS 

CHRISTMAS TREE GROWERS’ GUIDE, tells you profit 
secrets of growing Christmas Trees on idle land. Write for free 
copy today, including our complete fall planting list. MUSSER 
FORESTS, INC., Box 8-IC, Indiana, Pa 

SEND FIFTY CENTS for regular one dollar treatise on plant 
mutation with the use of colchicine, bibliography and general 
instructions. GEORGE L. SEXTON LABORATORY, P.O 
Box 5081, Gulfport, Florida 


BOOKS _ 
BODDY’S BOOKSHOP, Middlesbrough, England, where 


practical gardeners answer your enquiries for English gardening 
books new and old 





be 





Horticultural Hall, Boston, Massachusetts 





CE = oH 


SURPLUS NARCISSUS bulbs from a Virginia garden. All 
good named varieties. Tenuior a specialty. Write for names and 
prices. EXNING, Middleburg, Virginia. 

DAFFODILS FOR NATURALIZING. Also tulips, yatta, 
iris, and crocus. Gloucester daffodil mixture $4.95 per ye. 
$18.50 per bushel. Contains King Alfred, Olympia, = rst, 
Helios, Diana Manners, Cheerfulness Carlton, and Emperor. 
Half bushel at bushel rate. Free folder lists daffodil collections 
#19 up. RIVER'S EDGE FLOWER FARM, Gloucester, 

irginia. 








~ BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GROW ORCHIDS at home — profitable — fascinating. Year 
‘round, Maine to California. NO GREEN HOUSE. Gorgeous 
Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, ete. Successful home grower shows 
you how. FREE — full details. FLOWERLAND 4622-VC, 


Wilshire, Los Angeles 5. 





DAFFODILS — 


SEND FOR OUR LIST which includes the best of the new 
show varieties, the largest collection of Miniatures to be found, 
the old standbys and the finest selection of Naturalizing vari- 
eties ever offered. We raise over 1400 varieties ourselves and 
our 30 years of experience solely in Daffodil growing and show- 
ing enable us to serve you satisfactorily. THE DAFFODII 
MART, Nuttall, Gloucester County, Virginia. 


_—sDAISY PLANTS 
ADMIRAL BYRD daisy plants. 5 inch double flower. Beautiful 
spiked plant long stems. V. W. WILSON, R. 3, Box 184, 
Savannah, Georgia. 





Sisieta —DAYLILIES 
DAYLILIES. Sure ely you'll want our catalog in natural colors 
from the largest grower in America. It’s yours. It's free! 
RUSSELL GARDENS, Box C, Spring, Texas. 


DAYLILIES. All of and only Dr. Stout's Hybrids. New colors. 
New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illustrated catalog 
telling Why, When, How, Which and Where to plant. FARR 
NURSERY CO., Box 4, Womelsdorf, Pa 
EPISCIAS 

EPISCIAS. Splendens (silver-leaf) cuperata (bronze-leaf) 

coccinea (silver-veined). Any two $2.50. CAMPANULA iso- 
phylla (Star of Bethlehem). Beautiful fall blooming blue or 
white stars. Two large blooming plants $2.50. Fall list ready 
of rare house plants. MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine. 


ees ~ EVERGREENS — 7 


TWENTY- FIVE EVERGREENS $5. Healthy, selec sted trees, 
6" to 16” tall, three to five years old. Five each of Colorado 
Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, Austrian Pine, Scotch Pine, and 
Douglas Fir. Shipped Postpaid September to November. Free 
fal! planting list. MUSSER FORESTS, INC., Box 8-IC, 
Indiana, Pa 












FOR SALE 
FENCE AND GATE, for sale, less than ! 2 cost, 14 foot ; long, 
36 in. high. Designed from fence at Longfellow House, custom 
built for Noanett Garden Club exhibit in Spring Flower Show 
Suitable for outdoor use. Price $45. Write MRS. A. H. PAR- 
KER, JR., Sherborn, Mass. 





ATTRACTIVE year ‘round, 8-room home, bath, steam heat, 


fireplaces. garage. Guest house. Gardens. Spring water. Listed 
price, $17,500. E. A. BISHOP CO., Realtors, Peterborough, 
N.H 





GERANIUMS ae 
ZONAL epee exclusively. Flowering, Fancy-Leaved, 
Dwarf, and Odd. Send 10¢ for catalog describing 224 choice 
varieties. HOLMES ( c MILLER, 250 West Portola Avenue 
Los Altos, California. 
HARDY GARDEN LILIES 

CHOICE BULBS for fall delivery, perfect packing and delivery 
Many of the new bybrids as well as the standard varieties 
are described and illustrated in a beautiful folder which is 
yours for the asking. L. ERNEST TARR, Wilson, New York 


HOLLY 


a sams booklet and list. EARLE DILATUSH, Robins- 
ville , 























HOUSE PLANTS 


HOUSE PLANTS, AFRICAN VIOLETS. Many varieties 
Includes many foliage plants. Send for free catalog. TERRACE 
VIEW GARDENS, Dept. 2, Greencastle, Indiana. 


INSECTIVOROUS PLANTS 











COBRA LILY. (Darlingtonia Californica) Giant Insect Eating 
Plant of the Siskiyous. Seeds. $1.00 Pkt. 18” Plants $3.00 
Two for $5.00 ppd. COBRA SALES, Box 1 ,Grants Pass, 
Oregon. 





IRIS 


JAPANESE IRIS (Kaempferi) assorted colors. Blooming divi- 
sions from the finest Iris that grow. Labeled, prepaid. $4.50 for 
10. V. W. WILSON, R. 3, Box 184, Savannah, Georgia. 


DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering quality 
plants of outstanding varieties sent on request. M.T. YOUNG, 
Tallulah, Louisiana. 


KODACHROME SLIDE PROGRAMS __ 
35mm. COLOR SLIDE PROGRAMS. i0¢ brings new list 120 


different sets flowers, shows, arrangements, gardens, etc. 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68H, Somerton, Arizona. 


LILIES 


NEW DREAM LILY (Formosanum) Finest fall-flowering 
hardy lily. Glorious Easter-Lily like flowers. August-October. 
Flowering size bulbs, 6 for $1.00; 15 — $2.00. Extra large bulbs 
6 for $2.00; Doz. $3.75 postpaid. WOLFF'S LILY GARDENS, 
139 N. Highland Ave. _ Springfield, Penna. 


JAN DE GRAAFF HYBRID LILIES. Three each of Oly1 mpic 
Hybrids, Enchantment, and Golden Chalice $4.75. Golden 
long trumpet daffodils and other Dutch bulbs for sale now at 
special pre-season prices. Free folders. C. H. HAMMER, Nut- 
tall, Virginia. 






































MINIATURE TREES 


FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT grow MINIATURE orna- 
mental and Christmas trees. For information on growing kit, 
— DON PEDRO FARMS, Rte. 2, Box 1007E, Stockton, 
Calif. 





MUSHROOMS 


GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, Shed, Spare, full time, year 
round. We pay $3.50 lb. We paid Babbit $4,165.00 in few 
weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM IND., 
Dept. 114, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash. 








ORCHIDS 


NUN’S ORCHID. Basiest of all, grow along with ordinary 
houseplants, free-blooming, long lasting flowers. Plants large 
and ornamental all year. Four Dollars each. We pay delivery 
costs. Cattleya species and hybrids $4.00 to $7.50, commercial 
corsage type. Full instructions. CHARMAINE GARDENS, 
301 Allamanda, Lakeland, Florida. 








dress with the date it becomes effective. 


300 Massachusetts Avenue 





CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS ? 


If you are moving soon, you won't want to miss a single copy of HORTICULTURE. 
Please give us six weeks’ notice and send us both your old address and your new ad- 


HORTICULTURE 


Boston 15, Massachusetts 














We Invite You to Join... 


Gentlemen: 


Please enroll me as a member 








Please send me more information free. 


SN, awed etrdab sieewd seeeereetiiete eS 
Da iar. due ie cad leas «aka ed 
City State 
mail, 
MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
300 Massachusetts Avenue Boston 15, Massachusetts 





Che Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


Dr de ee ee ee oe 


- $5.00 enclosed [] 


to our great Spring and Fall Shows, personalized horti- 


For a Century and a Quarter... 


| 

| thousands of amateur gardeners and professionals alike 
| have enjoyed membership in our Society. The benefits are 
| many and the cost is modest. Annual membership at $5.00 
per year provides each member with these services — a 
| year’s subscription to our magazine Horticulture, tickets 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


cultural advice, the privilege of borrowing, in person or by 
books from our great garden library (more than 
30,000 volumes), and other special advantages. Gardeners 
throughout the country find the library privilege alone 
worth the membership fee. 
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PEONIES 


SIX NAMED PEONIES $5.00. Three y ye earling grafted Japa- 
nese tree peonies $8.00. Your color choice. Free list. ATI 
GARDENS, West Liberty, Ohio. 

AUTEN PEONIES. Quality roots, moderate prices. Unfading 
reds; rose fragrant doubles; best Japanese; charming singles; 
extra early Hybrids of sensational beauty. Free List. Collection 
H, five choice kinds, all different, labelled, $3.50 Postpaid 
EDWARD AUTEN, Jr., Box T, Princeville, Illinois. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


GARDENER, 47, single, white, seven years in prese nt position. 
Desires year ‘round employme nt. Excellent references from 
present employer. No greenhouse experience, but willing. 
Reply HORTICULTURE, Box 106, Boston 15, Mass. 














~ PRIMROSES _ 


BARNHAVEN’S AUTUMN SPECIALS, world famous, silver- 
dollar Primroses for your shadier garden spots. Hardy, giant, 
spring flowering in Pastel, Victorian, Grand Canyon, Desert 
Sunset, Indian Red shades, Winter White and Harvest Yellows. 
Immediate, guaranteed delivery, postpaid. Field plant size in 
balanced color assortments: 12/$4.25; 25/$7.50. Transplant 
size, heavily rooted, color assortments made to order: 12/$2.25; 
50/$7.25; 100/$12. Charmingly different, informative book- 
catalog (free) illustrating these and many other hardy Prim- 
roses from all parts of the world. BARNHAVEN, Gresham 
Oregon 

PRIZE AWARDS 
PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for prices to THE 
HORNER PRESS, P. O. Box 85-H, Rutledge, Del. Co 
Pennsylvania. 

“RARE | PLANTS 
RARE PLANTS, TREES, foreign, native. Planting, tubs, 
dwarfing. Redwood Trees for ANY state — thousands growing. 
Green rose, horsehair tree, jade tree, Arctic spruce, etc. Catalog 
25¢ Folder FREE. Join the RARE PLANT CLUB, Box 398H, 
Kentfield, California. 


; _ RHODODENDRON 
SIX RHODODENDRON $4. Nursery-grown, hybrid | trans- 
plants, grown from red-flowering plants. 4’ to 6” tall. Shipped 
Postpaid September to November. Free fall planting list 
MUSSER FORESTS, INC., Box 8-IC, Indiana, Pa. 
RHODODENDRON (carelinianum); “Kalmia (Mt. Laurel) 
Native azaleas; Hemlock (Tsuga) Leucotheae. Heavily rooted, 





3-4 Ft. Wet Spg. moss packed. Assorted as wanted. 100, 
— 50, $20.00; Doz. $7.50, prepaid. NATURE’S GREEN- 
HOUSE, Tullulah Falls, Ga. 


“SOIL ANALYSIS 


| WILL SEND YOU INSTRUCTIONS and a special | mailing 
kit for you to mail your soil in. After testing soil I will give 
you complete recommendations for your gardening needs 
Send $5.00 when you mail the soil sample. MAX LORENZ, 
Me ‘Kinley Ave., Walpole, Mass. 

STOP GUESSWORK ABOUT YOUR GARDEN. Reliable 
laboratory analysis, complete recommendations for lime, ferti- 
lizers, humus, trace elements, $5.00. For full information and 
soil sampling directions. EDWIN HARRINGTON, Agri- 
cultura! Chemist, Carversville, Pennsylvania 


SPHAGNUM MOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely milled for germinating seeds, 
rooting cuttings. Controls damping-off fungi. Half-peck $1.25 
Peck $1.65 postpaid. Information included. THOMAS GAR- 
LAND, Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


FALL PLANTING ON STRAWBERRY PLANTS, Blue berries 
Fruit Trees, Iris & Tulip Bulbs, also other stock. F REE CATA- 
LOG. COMMONFIELDS NURSERIES, Ipswich, Mass 


STATE INSPECTED STRAWBERRY PLANTS for fall plant- 
ing. Available September 20. Leading varieties. 100 —$3.50 
postpaid Catalog. FRANKLIN ROBERTS, Boxford, Mass 


TREE PEONY SEED 


NEW CROP Tree Peony seed, $1 for 20, postpaid. Many colors- 
instructions. H. F. STOKE, 1436 Watts Ave., Roanoke 
Virginia 


_TREES. 
TWENTY MILLION TREES A YEAR. Cet best values direct 


from one of America’s largest growers. Evergreens, shade 
and nut trees, shrubs, ornamentals, fruits, berries. Write today 
for fall planting list featuring many “extra value’’ specials 
Famous Christmas Tree Grower's Guide also free, tells secrets 
of growing Christmas Trees for profit. MUSSER FORESTS 
INC., Box 8-IC, Indians, Pa. 


WILDFLOWERS | 


WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS to brighten a shady nook. 
Send today for Free Catalogue. WAKE ROBIN FARM, 


R.D., Home, Pennsylvania 





Send | for FREE list describing over 100 varieties 


also 


¢ EXBURY AZALEAS 


with huge flowers in shades of red, orange, 
yellow, pink and white. 
Exclusively offered by us in Americo. 


BRYDON’S 415-D- So. High St, Salem, Oregon 
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Retirement Income from a Greenhouse 


From page 428 


worth twice as much as the smaller 
ones. If you order separate colors, the 
price range is $35 to $60 per hundred 
unless you find a better market 
the mixed bulbs should 


but, 
for one color, 
be satisfactory. 

When amaryllis bulbs are received 
in the fall they should be potted up 
with about an inch clearance between 
the bulb and the pot and with two 
thirds of the bulb above the soil sur- 
face. The pots can be stored under the 
bench, provided they are neither too 
close to heating pipes nor kept too 


damp. The flower stalks appear as a 


brownish sheath from the top side of 


the bulb and usually the leaves do not 
start up from the top of the bulb until 
after flowering. When the stalks are an 
inch or so high, move the pots to the 
top of the bench and and give a little 
more water. 

Deliveries should be made when the 
buds are well colored, so that the 
ultimate purchaser can take home a 
plant with three or four fully opened 
trumpets with more to come. If you 
don’t sell all of your plants, carry them 
over the winter in the greenhouse, 
bury the pots up to their rims in the 
open garden during the summer, and 
rest them for a month in October. 
They will be just as good for next year 
and, of course, a little fertilizer during 
the leaf growing cycle will help re- 
build a healthy bulb. 

Of the hardy bulbs, hyacinths are 
about the best to grow, for they are 
easy to handle and relatively pest free. 
A good pot of hyacinths always can be 
sold at a profit. The Dutch growers use 
the metric system and measure bulbs 
by the circumference. It is good econ- 
omy to buy the largest size of 19 cm. 
(and up) at about $18 per hundred. 
The three best early forcing varieties 
are Bismark, light blue; L’ Innocence, 
pure white; Pink Pearl, rosy pink. 
These bulbs will force as early as the 
end of January, but it is possible to get 
specially prepared bulbs that have 
been heat-treated to produce flowers 
early in January. These bulbs cost 


HYPON@ 


‘ PLANT FOOD commert 
—< 


HYDROPONIC CHEM. CO., Copley, Ohio, U.S.A 





about $22 per hundred, but they will 
lengthen out the bulb season. 

Three bulbs in an eight-inch bulb 
pan make an attractive pot plant. The 
poorest of soil may be used for, here 
again, the flower comes prepackaged 
within the bulb and the soil merely 
holds the bulb. The pots can be kept 
in a coldframe, or even in the open 
ground, provided salt hay or some 
other similar material is packed around 
them to facilitate digging out when 
the ground is frozen. The bulbs need 
at least six weeks to form roots and, 
unless you can see a good solid net- 
work of roots when the pot contents 
are removed for inspection, do not try 
to force them, for they will not de- 
velop properly. 

When the pots are brought in, place 
them under the bench away from the 
heating pipes and keep them dark for 
two weeks. This makes the foliage 
grow tall even though it lacks color. 
Two weeks on top of the bench will 
put color in the leaves and bring out a 
well formed flower spike. Be sure to 
sell these plants too soon rather than 
too late for, once the bloom is forced, 
the bulb can never again produce a 
good flower. Rather than try to bring 
out a large number of plants for Easter 
sale, I think it better to have a few 
coming along each week. 

Trying to time blooming is tricky 
business. A friend of mine got a bar- 
gain on a case of Croft Easter lilies. 
By careful culture he avoided mosaic 
disease, leaf tip burn and all the other 
troubles that beset lilies. Two weeks 
before Easter he had his greenhouse 
full of beautiful lily plants, even though 
buds seemed a little small. He 
raised the greenhouse temperature 
higher and higher to force out the 
blossoms and felt sure he would net 
four or five hundred dollars. Twenty 
four hours after Easter the first bloom 
opened and my friend was lucky to 
sell his flowers for use in funeral work. 

The rapid turnover methods I have 
outlined do not provide much chance 

See next page 


the 


TIME FOR WINTER BIRDS 
Chickadees — Nuthatch — 
Titmice—Fly in and out 
Squirrels — Blue Jays — 
Sparrows—Stay out 
ORDER NOW 
Ist Feeder $5.85 2nd Feeder $4.85 
Postpaid 


MELLOR DOME FEEDER 
Englewood, N. J. 
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EPISCIAS 


Special Offer 


Jewel assortment of 10 named varieties, includ- 
ing 2 blue and 8 red flowered varieties. Collec- 
tion $6.50, plus $1.00 shipping charge 


also 


Episcia dianthiflora. Fauten Wuirte Frowers 
Absolutely new to horticulture. $2.00 each if 
ent with collection (add SOc for shipping if 


t separa 


\s b pescias ar xtremely tropical 


ve do not ship atter September 30th 


FANTASTIC GARDENS 


9550 S. W. 67th Avenue 
SOUTH MIAMI 43, FLORIDA 


Oriemators and Introducers of Eptscta 


r New Tropical House Plant 











CONCRETE STATUARY 






Bird Baths, Urns, Yard and 
Garden Ornaments, Flower 
Borders, Bench and Table 

Sets can be made by you on 

it ywn premises with > 

C.M.¢ easy-to-operate 
aluminum molds 

Write today for 20-page tlilu 

rated catalog. Don't delay do 


CONCRETE MACHINERY CO. 
Dept. H 
Hickory, North Carolina 


M 
0 
L 
D 
S 


DISTINCTIVE 
FENCING 


sket- 


f 
ve fence 


CHECK -R-BOARD 
FENCING CO. 
1204 E. Washington 


Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia 38, Pa. 





Dr.STOUT’S 


ANGR UR Dh. 


NEW COLORS) PA 


NEW SEASONS. LARGE. SMALL. LOW. 
TALL. BLOOM SPRING TO FALL. 
DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, 
PERMANENT. ALASKA TO BERMUDA. 
SEND /0c FOR \LLUSTRATED BOOKLET 
OF WHEN~-HOW-—WHERE—WHICH TO 








PLANT. —_—wOonr 
FIVE STRONG FIELD PLANTS 
OF, IN FIVE CHOICE, NAMED 
Fp ) VARIETIES, BOOKLET 


INCLUDED, FOR.... 


FARR NURSERY CO.,80x WOMELSDORF, PA 
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Fruit in the Garden 
From page 412 


mix them with wet peat, half and half, 
and put the mixture around the roots, 
shaking the tree up and down and 
stepping heavily on the soil as it is 
filled in around the roots. No air 
pockets should be left. 

The dwarf apple tree should have 
the point of union between the bud 
and the rootstock about four inches 
above the soil and care should be 
taken each year that it always remains 
that way; otherwise, the variety on 
the rootstock may develop roots of its 
own and soon become a_ full-sized 
standard tree. 

The trees should be 
against mice. A hardware cloth guard 
rolled into a cylinder and _ placed 
around the trunk to a height of 18 
inches will provide protection against 
mice and rabbits. A mound of coarse 
gravel, crushed stone or cinders around 


protected 


the trunk is good mouse protection. It 
is well to supplement this with mouse 
poison obtainable from the Farm Bu- 
reau. A persistent campaign of trap- 
ping and shooting should be waged 
against the rabbits as they can ruin 
young trees and many other plants. 

No fertilizer used at 
planting time and pruning should be 
deferred until spring. 


should be 





Know Your Lilacs 
From page 137 


lo quote Dr. Wister, one of Ameri- 
ca’s leading lilac specialists: 

‘To grow lilacs from cuttings is more 
expensive than by grafting because it 
takes longer to produce a saleable 
plant. People who want such plants 
should be prepared to pay for them. 
If buyers are not willing to do this, 
nurseries cannot afford to grow them 
in competition with grafted plants.” 

When the rooting of lilac cuttings 
becomes easier than it is, I believe that 
the grafted lilac will begin to disappear 
from commerce. As a consequence, 
propagators are striving to find ways 
of making lilac cuttings strike and root 
more easily. The principal method in 
use today is to set cuttings in sand and 
supply bottom heat. 

At present, a number of new ma- 
terials are being tried experimentally. 
Some of these (which were being 
tested for overcoming self-sterility in 


certain plants) may prove helpful, too, 


in stimulating root growth. Air layer- 
ing also is a possibility for increasing 
the supply of own-root lilac varieties. 


Greenhouse 
From page 111 


acquainted with the 
flowers that parade through your 
greenhouse. Also such a set program 
as I have outlined can make retire- 
ment seem more like working. For 
this reason, at least half of the green- 
house area should be devoted to raising 
the plants that appeal to you. Even 
this part of the greenhouse can show a 
means of rooted 


to really get 


profit because, by 
cuttings, you can raise extra plants to 
he sold as house plants. 

Che begonia family is so varied that 
a large greenhouse could not hold all 
the species and hybrids. If you hap- 
pened to be keenly interested in the 
intricate and varied colors of the vast 
rex begonia section, you could build 
up a specialty business of just this one 


zy 





A small greenhouse such as this can 
be a good starter toward an income. 


item. A rex begonia leaf can be made 
to produce many new plants that in 
four to five months will be ready to 
sell as house plants. If each raised 
vein on the underside of a rex begonia 
leaf is cut, and these cuts are kept in 
intimate contact with moist sand by 
weighting the leaf with pebbles, new 
roots will develop from each cut in 
about a month. Within another two 
weeks new leaves identical to the 
parent leaf will start to grow and in- 
dicate that a new plant is ready to 


start out on its own. Other types of 


begonias will yield 30 or 40 cuttings 
from a large stock plant. 

One of the best ways of locating 
plants, bulbs and greenhouse supplies 
that will help make a quick turnover is 
through the classified pages of the 
FiLorists ExcHANGE. This weekly pub- 
lication also contains considerable cul- 
tural information and _ greenhouse 
operation tips. 
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4 imported DUTCH BULBS 
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“a symbol o f spring the world over 





IVERSTITY 
ANN AI212012 


STREET 











